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Query: When Ie the Next Convention? 





Plan Suggested 
TO THE OUTLOOK: 

“Have the dates for the next 
year’s convention been set?” That 
was a frequent question on the last 
day of the Atlanta Convention. It 
is a fine appraisal too. 

Thirty years was the space be- 
tween the 1949 Convention and the 
one before that. That’s too long. 
[It took three years to plan this 
Convention, so another one ought 
not to be attempted for four or 
five years. 

Assembly Men’s Council will 
have the question, “When the next 
convention?” before it within the 
next few weeks. How would a 
schedule like this suit you? 

Fall of 1951 or 52 Regional Con- 
ventions on successive week-ends, 
perhaps in Charlotte, N. C.; Jack- 
sonville, Fla.; Nashville, Tenn.; and 
Dallas, Tex. 

Fall of 1953 or 54 Assembly- 
wide Convention in Atlanta. 

The schedule of wider area men’s 
meetings would be completed with 
annual Synod men’s conferences 
and annual presbytery men’s ral- 
lies. 

Write your recommendations to 


the Secretary of Men’s Work, Box 
1176, Richmond, Virginia. 
Christmas Card 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

A beautiful multi-color Christ- 
mas card has been prepared by 
Church World Service, The cover 
design, by Max Raymer, depicts 
the little church of Saint Nicholas 
in Oberndorf-Salzburg, Austria, 
where “Silent Night, Holy Night” 
was first sung on Christmas Eve, 
1818. The cards may be secured 
on a cost basis, $3.50 per hundred 
postpaid, from the Promotion De- 
partment, 214 East 2ist Street, 
New York 10, N. Y.— CHURCH 
WORLD SERVICE. 


Appeal for Joy Gift 
TO THE OUTLOOK: 

Throughout the church during 
the Christmas season an appeal is 
made through the Joy Gift for 
funds with which to supply the 
needs of our retired ministers, their 
widows and dependents. In years 
past the church has responded gen- 
erously, and it has been the privil- 
ege of the staff of the Board of 
Annuities and Relief to distribute 
the Joy Gift offering to those who 
have grown old in the service of 
the church. Many letters of ap- 
preciation from the beneficiaries 
have come to our office, which we 
wish we might share with those 
who have given to this cause. One 
letter which came recently is so 
typical of the grateful spirit of 
those who have been aided that we 
quote it in part: 

“We received the check for the 
extra amount and we thank the 
Board of Annuities and Relief and 
the church for its contributions and 
God for putting into their hearts 
to contribute so generously to the 
cause. We can manage to meet our 
bills by buying as little as possible 
but we cannot- buy clothing and 
much medicine. My wife has not 
been well of late and had to see 
the doctor several times and had 
to buy some very costly medicine. 
. «+ We know the checks depend on 
the gifts of the church and so we 
send our check for a tithe of what 
you sent us. . . . Thanking you 


again, and praying our Father to 
you in your work, I am... .” 


It is of course our éarnest hope 
and prayer that the response of the 
church this year will be generous 
enough to enable the Board to pro- 
vide in even fuller measure for the 
needs of those who without this as- 
sistance made possible by the Joy 
yift will not be aided. 

Contributions should be sent to 
the Board of Annuities and Relief, 
William H. Hopper, Treasurer, 410 
‘Trban Building, Louisville 2, Ken- 
cucky. 


f 


WADE H. BOGGS. 


Louisville, Ky. 
a 


Need Grassroots Stirring 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

Thank you for what you are do- 
ing to plug CROP in THE PRES- 
BYTERIAN OUTLOOK. 

I have been particularly proud 
to see you give as much space as 
you have to all the forms of post- 
war relief. I remember a number 
of excellent issues in which you 
carried the story of the Displaced 
Persons’ plight and plans for re- 
settlement in this country. I hope 
that you will continue to run just 
as much DP news as you can find 
place to print. Regrettably, down 
at the grassroots, our church peo- 
ple have not bestirred themselves 
to find homes and jobs for the 
DP’s. The most recent figures I 
have show the Roman Catholics 
and the Jewish people way out 
ahead of all the Protestant groups 
with the Lutherans and the Pres- 
byterians, USA, doing a far better 
job than the rest of our Protestant 
denominations. Won’t you please 
continue to prick the cons¢iences 
of our comfortable Presbyterians, 
US, until we have every local 
church sponsoring at least one dis- 
placed family. 

PAUL TUDOR JONES. 
High Point, N. C. 


Use for Old Cards 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 
The missionaries in some of our 
fields are glad to have used Christ- 
mas and other greeting cards. They 
can be used in school and Sunday 
schools, as special awards, and oft- 
en are framed and used as pictures 
in homes. 
Cards picturing the Christmas 
story are of special value. How- 
ever, those showing only the moth- 
er and child should not be sent to 
Latin American countries. Comic 
cards or those not having pictures 
cannot be used_at. all. Cards to be 
sent should be removed from the 
envelope but should not be cut. 
It is best to send small lots of 
cards to several missionaries rath- 
er than sending all the cards to 
any one missionary. Cards can 
be used in almost unlimited 
quantity in all of our Brazil mis- 
sions. Korea can also use a large 
quantity of the cards. If cards 
are being sent to Japan, it is best fo 
send small amounts over a period 
of time because of lack of storage 
space. A limited number of cards 
can be used in our Africa mission. 
Our other fields can not use cards 
so it is best to send them only to 
these fields that are named. Ad- 
dresses of missionaries to which 
to send cards may be found in The 
Presbyterian Survey, every other 
issue. 
Of greater value than cards are 
the picture leaflets used in the 
nursery, kindergartens, and pri- 
mary departments. These can be 
used on all our fields. Send them 
in small packages marking on the 
outside the nature of the contents. 

When sending cards or leaflets 
please follow these shipping in- 
structions: 

TO BRAZIL: Send besides of 
two pounds or less well wrapped 


ing envelopes. Send as second class 
matter and mark plainly: PRINT- 
ED MATTER—NO VALUE; IM- 
PRESSOS-SEM VALOR. Do not 
send parcel post, as. duty is exhorb- 
itant. Do not register. 

TO JAPAN AND KOREA: 
Wrap carefully in small packages. 
Customs declarations NO VALUE 
is required. Send to address as 
listed in SURVEY, not to APO ad- 
dress. . 

TO KOREA: Packages of any 
size may be sent by parcel post. 

CLAIRE RANDALL. 
Associate in Missionary Education. | the 





Nashville, Tenn, 


and firmly tied, or in heavy mail-| w 


GUEST EDITORS — 


Canon Law versus Ciyil Law 


It was already clear enough, but 
the pope’s address to Roman Cath- 
olic judges throughout the world 
on November 7 makes it unmis- 
takably clear, that the Vatican is 
determined to extend its contro! 
of marriage and divorce to cover 
Protestants and secularists as well 
as Roman Catholics in the United 
States and every other country, re- 
gardless of any provisions of the 
civil law. His specific instruction is 
that “a Catholic judge cannot, ex- 
cept for very grave reasons, pass 
a sentence of civil divorce (where- 
ever divorce is in effect) for a mar- 
riage which ig valid before God and 
the church.” 


The New York Herald Tribune’s 
Rome correspondent quotes “com- 
petent observers” (which must 
mean Vatican spokesmen) as say- 
ing that this applies to Protestant 
as well as to Catholic marriages. 
It is further, explained that the 
“very grave reasons” which might 
warrant a Catholic judge in grant- 
ing a divorce where the church re- 
gards the marriage as valid refer 
to situations in Communist-con- 
trolled countries where refusal 
might get the judge into personal 
danger or otherwise make serious 
trouble. 

What does it mean in the United 
States? The president of the New 
York Guild of Catholic Judges says 
this is “a matter for churchmen, 
not for laymen, to interpret,” and 
that “the interpretation must come 





‘|from the Chancery Office of the 


Roman Catholic Archdiocese of 
New York.” So that’s where Ro- 
man Catholic judges are to get 
their instructions as to how they 
shall discharge the functions of 
their office! We thought so. A 
Roman Catholic judge in Chicago 
took a somewhat different line. 
Falling back on that old cliche that 
there can never be any conflict be- 
tween loyalties to church and to 
state, he said he would “obey the 
civil law” under which he was 
elected. That sounds fine but. 
means nothing. 


The civil law—of Illinois, for ex- 


}ample—defines certain grounds on 


which divorce may be granted, but 
it does not command the judge to 
grant a divorce in any specific 
case. The judge has discretionary 
power. The pope commands him to 
use it by refusing divorce in any 
case where the marriage is valid 
under the canon law of the Roman 
Catholic Church. That effectually 
nullifies the civil law, but does not 
break it. No interpretation by the 
chancery of the New York arch- 
diocese is needed to make it clear 
that a Roman Catholic judge who 
obeys the pope’s mandate must ad- 


minister eanon law, not civil law, 
in divorce cases. What does this 
do to the idea that good Americans 
ought to ignore “creed” in voting 
for public officials? —THE CHRIS- 
TIAN CENTURY. 


- 


If Methodists Can Do It, 
Then So Can We! 


Not too long ago the average 
Methodist parsonage was inconven- 
ient, unattractive, uninviting. Even 
though this kind of parsonage has 
mot disappeared altogether, in 
North Carolina it is becoming ex- 
tremely rare. The laymen in our 
two conferences are to be com- 
mended highly for the transfor- 
mations that are taking place in 
the homes they are providing for 
their ministers. . . 


Many parsonages could be cited 
as examples. The parsonage of 
Coburn Memorial Church Salis- 
bury, is indicative. This English- 
Colonial type building, located next 
to the church, has ten rooms. On 
the first floor “there is a living 
room, dining room, kitchen, two 
bed roomis, a study and a utility 
room. The ‘second floor contains 
two bed rooms and a large storage 
room. There are two fully equipped 
bath rooms and a half-bath room. 
The heating is with hot water from 
an automativ oil burning furnace. 
The brick structure has 125 elec- 
tric light outlets and 15 spacious 
closets. The building is so ar- 
ranged that a small family may 
live entirely on the first floor, with 
heat cut off on the second floor. 
Built at a cost of $023,000, it is 
thoroughly modern in every re- 
spect. 

Dr. S. O. Holland, one of the 
members of the building committee 
of the Coburn Memorial parsonage, 
made this comment: “It was de- 
cided by the planning committee 
that to build a home for the min- 
ister which was modern in every 
respect would be an inspiration to 
the people toward trying to build 
better homes for themSelves. The 
committee also decided that a 
building somewhat better and more 
livable than the average would be 
a good financial investment when 
all the factors which go into the 
appointment of a Methodist 
preacher are taken into considera- 
tion. 


We beliéve the Coburn Memo- 
rial officials used sound judgment. 
We believe that all charges are 
wise to provide good homes for 
their pastors’ families. And we 
feel sure that grateful parsonage 
families will show their appreci- 
ation by takin the best care of 
these lovely homes and by giving 
their utmost to the work of the 
church.—N. C. CHRISTIAN AD- 
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| The Inquiring 
Heporter Asks: 


What is the best way for the 
men of our church to reach 
their goal of 50,000 new sub- 
scribers to church papers this 
year? Do you think this is a 
good project? 











T. E. VEITCH, Elder, Starkville, 
Miss.—This is a. splendid project; 
every Presbyterian man should read 
a church paper regularly. The 
Presbytery Men’s Work president 
should appoint one man in each 
church to secure subscriptions to 
one church paper at least from each 
man. 


JOHN S. LAND, Minister, New 
Orleans, La. — Church Sessions 
ought to induce every officer to 
subscribe to one of our church pa- 
pers. In turn, these officers should 
win every man in the church to be- 
come a subscriber. What a blessing 
this would be to Presbyterian men 
and their families and what a boon 
to the on-going, of the Kingdom! 


J. E. DEWS, Elder, Stuttgart, 
Ark.—Suggest section of your pa- 
per be devoted to MEN, and all 
Presbyterian churches be so ad- 
vised. Men’s movement is now 
worthy of recognition in all church 
periodicals. (EDITOR’S NOTE~— 
We've done it! The entire issue 
every week, cover to cover, is for 
MEN! Women also find every 
page of interest to them.) 


JOSEPH B. LEDFORD, Minister, 
Nashville, Tenn.—Let the publisher 
send ten free issues to families se- 
lected by the pastor who writes the 
recipients and causes personal sub- 
scription request to be made by lit- 
erature chairman. 

JOHN H. BUTTERWORTH, JR., 
Elder, Memphis, Tenn.—Take it to 
our men through the Session, the 
Diaconate, the Bible Class, the 
Men’s Club. Sell them the idea of 
“BEING INFORMED” about our 
church’s program. I think it is a 
worthy project and should be de. 
veloped. 


THOMAS H. HAMILTON, Min- 
ister, Kinston, N. C.—By a small 
group of interested men in each 
congregation personally and sys- 
tematically showing the other men 
the advantages of a church paper 
and taking subscriptions. Good 
project. 


A. WALTON LITZ, Elder, Little 
Rock, Ark.—To be an effective 
church worker a man must be in- 
formed. There is no better source 
than our church papers. Every 
men’s organization should bring 
this to the attention of its mem- 
bership. 


ERNEST L. BARBER, Executive 
Secretary, Moultrie, Ga—If goals 
are not set, 50,000 new subscribers 
will not be secured. This is a wore 
thy project. Information, inspira- 
tion, intelligent action is the se 
quence. 


MARSHALL C. DENDY, Min- 
ister, Orlando, Fla.—The appoint- 
ment of a committee of men in 


‘leach local church to secure sub- 


scriptions from church officers 
would go far toward reaching the 
goal. The success of the project 
will result in better churchmen, 


POWELL A. FRASER, Layman, 
Clinton, S. C.—I believe this is a 
very good project. I would suggest 
that a survey be made to deter- 
mine the number in each church, 
presbytery and synod who are tak- 
ing a church paper. From this an 
active campaign can be put on in 
each church and presbytery to 
reach the goal that has been set 
for the individual churches. 
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PROCLAMATION - - 


Because we men of the Presbyterian Church have here been 
challenged— : 

By the crisis in world history midway of this bloody 

century, 

the tremendous challenge which Communism offers 
to Christianity. 

By the rising dangers to the liberty and the dignity of 
man as a child of God, 

the dangers to others and ourselves of power and 
wealth unguided by Christian love. 

the practical godlessness of men even in the church 
in whose lives and hopes God has no place, 

the importance of beginning with ourselves as the 
bridge between the church and the world, 

the desperate need for new Christians and stronger 
Christians, 

And by Christ our Lord and Savior, who is himself, 
in man and society, the answer to the desperate 
needs of our time, 

We therefore dedicate and devote ourselves, in our own 
home churches, to his service through his church, and we 
promise and pledge ourselves :— 

1. To search our own selves that our Christian lives 

may be deeper and wider than they have been before; 

2. To set ourselves to learn more of what our church is 

aiming to do in building a world-wide Christian com- 
munity; 

3. To pray every day for one another, for our church and 

for at least one particular work the church is doing; 

4. To take the lead and to set the example by giving 

in Christ’s service more of our time and money and 
ourselves. 

Adopted by the 

PRESBYTERIAN MEN’S CONVENTION 


November 6, 1949. 


Patterson “Thank You’ 


I want to say “thank you” to the men who made the Convention 
a great success: (1) to the 192 men who worked for two years on the 
committees, (2) to the platform leaders for their most challenging ad- 
dresses, (3) to the boards and agencies of our church for their graphic 
exhibits and their personnel, (4) to the Exhibits Committee for the 
banners and displays without which the Convention would have been 
a tame affair, (5) to the more than 5,000 men who came and stuck 
by with such enthusiasm, (6) to the pastors for such marked effort 
in brisging and sending delegations, and (7) to the church papers for 
publicizing plans beforehand and for reporting Convention happenings 
on the spot and afterwards. 


By 


By 
By 
By 
By 


I want to say “Thank you” too, to every man who had a part in 
the gift of that fine fully-equipped Four-door Deluxe Chevrolet sedan. 
That was the surprise of my life. No man needed a car more or 
deserved it less than I. 

Above all, I am grateful to God for his blessing on the Convention 


and for the privilege that he’ has given me of working with the men 
ef the Presbyterian Church, U. S. 





THE CAR—Right after Jap Patterson got home from the 
convention with the car the men had given him, he went 
fishing. But not in this car; he went in a jeep. 
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Expect Federal 
Council Statement 
On Atomic War 


ATLANTA, Ga. (RNS)—A 
statement on the ethical and moral 
implications of atomic warfare is 
expected to be made by the ex- 
ecutive committee of the Federal 
Council of Churches at its regular 
session here December 6. 

At the same time, the committee 
will review American foreign poli- 
cy in the Far East, especially as 
related to recent events in China, 
and proposals for the interfiation- 
alization of Jerusalem. 

Plans for the constituting con- 
vention of the National Council of 
Churches of Christ in the.U.S.A.; 
also will be presented. The Na- 
tional Council, which is scheduled 
to be formed in Dec., 1950, will 
merge the Federal Council with 
six other interdenominational Pro- 
testant agencies. 

The executive committee, which 
seldom convenes outside New York 
City, will open its meeting here to 
the press for the first time. Pre- 
siding at the session will be Bishop 
John S. Stamm, of Harrisburg, Pa., 
president of the Federal Council. 


Inter-Church Convocation 


The executive committee meet- 
ing will be followed by a two-day 
session of the second Southeastern 
Inter-Church Convocation, to be 
attended by some 600 church lead- 
ers for ten southeastern states. 

The Convocation is sponsored 
jointly by the Federal Council of 
Churches, the Home Missions 
Council of North America, and the 
International Council of Religious 
Education. 


This * Issue 


During the recent Men’s Con- 
vention this paper appeared daily. 
It proved so interesting and help- 
ful to those who attended that the 
publishers have been urged to 
issue this Round-Up Edition for 
widespread distribution across the 
church. 

It will be readily evident that 
the addresses here have been gen- 
erously excerpted. 

Portions of the addresses and 
articles by the various speakers 
will be found on the following 
pages: 
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Photo Atlanta Constitutiea 


CHURCH EXTENSION HEAD—Vernon S. Broyles (above), 
pastor of the North Avenue church, Atlanta, has been named 
executive secretary of the newly-formed Board of Church 
Extension. He is expected to assume his new duties sometime 


in February. 


Broyles to Head New 
Church Extension Board 


Atlanta Pastor Will Assume Duties Sometime in February 


First of the new major appoint- 
ments under the General Assem- 
bly’s reorganization program has 
been announced by the Board of 
Church Extension. Vernon S. 
Broyles, pastor of the North Ave- 
nue church, Atlanta, for the past 
nine years, will be the Board’s 
executive secretary. 

This agency, with headquarters 
in Atlanta, ‘combines the work of 
five former committees: Home Mis- 
sions, Negro Work, Radio, Chris- 
tian Relations, and Evangelism. 
In addition, the Division of Mis- 
sions has also been given responsi- 
bility for Sunday School Extension 
and the Defense Service Council. 

Gardner Is Chairman 

William V. Gardner, minister of 
Atlanta’s First Church, is chairman 
of this Board. Heads of the va- 
rious agencies, all of whom have 
been asked to continue thier serv- 
ice through the present church year, 
are: Missions, Claude H. Pritch- 
ard; Negro Work, Alex R. Batche- 
lor; Radio, John M. Alexander; 
Christian Relations, John H. Ma- 
rion, Jr.; Evangelism, H. 4H. 
Thompson, . 





Dr. Broyles, a native of Meridian, 
Miss., and a graduate of Davidson 
College and Union Seminary, was 
pastor in Canton, Miss., before 
going to Atlanta. In recent years 
he has been chairman of the 
Assembly’s Committee on Over- 
seas Relief and has had a promi- 
nent place in the direction of 
Church World Service. Last winter 
he spent two months in Europe in- 
specting the evork of Protestant . 
relief agencies which are operated 
under the direction of the World 
Council of Churches. 

The new executive is expected 
to take up his work with the Board 
sometime between February 1 and 
March 1. 
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Men Say ‘Thank You’ to Jap With a New Car 


Quietly and steadily, like a grow- 
ing snowball, a movement develop- 
ed in the convention which brought 
large and small contributions from 
hundreds of men resulting in a 
brand new car for Jap Patterson. 


jit was a high mark of the meeting 


when it rolled down 
aisle of the auditorium under the 
spotlight Saturday night. Joe Fras- 
er, president of the Assembly’s 
Men’s Council made the presenta- 
tion. Was Jap surprised! And will 
he put that four-door Chevrolet 


the center| to good use! His wife, Peg, was on 


hand to see the presentation, as 
also was son, Bobby. 

Presbyterian men think Jap is 
a great fellow, and this was thei: 
way of saying so. (It’s a good way 
too.) 
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PRESBYTERIAB MER 


CHALLENGE—Wherever they sat in the great hall, men were challenged by the inescap- 


able slogan over the stage. Here Walla 


ce M. Alston is giving one of his devotional talks. 


He was followed by Governor Youngdahl. 





EDITORIAL 


Dr. Goodykoontz’ Service 


The resignation of Harry G. 
Goodykoontz as director of our 
Assembly’s important work for 
students will be viewed with regret 
by campus leaders and by the 
church at large. (OUTLOOK; 
Dec. 5.) 

During Dr. Goodykoontz’ four 
years in this post he has‘ led a 
highly-effective program. He has 
built upon the fine foundation laid 
by: Joseph M. Garrison and he has 
been able, with growing support, 
to move on to new achievements. 

Louisville Seminary, of course, 
is to be congratulated upon secur- 
ing him for its professor of reli- 
gious education. There, on another 
level, as he assists in training min- 
isters for the church, Dr. Goody- 
koontz will work toward the same 
sort of goal he has always seen— 
the church meeting the need wher- 
ever it is with a sound and Chris- 
tian program of education. 








Our Extension Leader 


Many who have made a careful 
study of our church’s present needs 
and opportunities agree that per- 
haps the largest challenge facing 
us today is within the area of re- 
sponsibility given to our new 
Board of Church Extension. With 
a multi-armed instrument, this 
Board can challenge the church and 
lead it to meet the growing resi- 
dential areas in our midst, to 
formulate a new and sound strate- 
gy for rural areas,-to meet. crucial 
social situations as Christians 
ought to meet them and to use in 
the wisest possible way the means 
we have at hand. 

Vernon S. Broyles, of the North 
Avenue church, Atlanta, has been 
hamed to coordinate and direct this 
far-reaching program. All those 
who know Dr. Broyles’ effective 
ministry and his vigorous direction 
of the Assembly’s Overseas Relief 
program will feel that this is a 
wise choice. While many will regret 
to see him fletached from the re- 
lief program, they will, at the 








MAY WE 








ASSIST 
YOU? 





same time, be glad to see a man 
of ‘such vigor and vision chosen 
t head this important new program. 

The comments in our Inquiring 
Report column, page 16, support 
our contention that this work is 
one of the church’s most challeng- 
ing. It would seem that we are 
ready to devise new ways of meet- 
ing these pressing needs, that we 
are eagre to face the challenge of 
great urban centers, and that we 
would look favorably upon a new 
strategy and a new program to 
come to grips with urgent rural 
opportunities. 

All will wish for Dr. Broyles 
and the new Board the very finest; 
all will pledge prayers and full 
support in the years ahead. 


The Reorganization 
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19. EDUCATION, Continued 
Student Work 


We have long had a Student 
Loan Fund administered by our 
Louisville office. This, however, 
has never been considered a part 
of “Student Work.” The loan fund 
has $391,000 in it but in recent 
years has had little demands on it, 
lending last year $5,895, and the 
year before only $1,700. 

Student work, under the reor- 
ganization, will be a major de- 
partment under the Division of 
Higher Education. This, of course, 
is under the Board of Education in 
Richmond. 

Led for the past four years by 
Harry G. Goodykoontz, who is now 
to leave that work and become a 
member of the Louisville Seminary 
faculty, this work is concerned 
with the ministry of the church to 
the students on campus. There are 
now more than 50,000. Presbyte- 
rians in Southern colleges and uni- 
versities; far more, of course, than 
are enrolled in the church’s own in- 
stitutions. 

This work,-a very important one, 
has. only. lately been’ recognized. in 
any significant manner; it is still 
not provided for in a way com- 
mensurate with the opportunity. 
It is to be hoped that under the re- 
organization more adequate pro- 
visions can be made for it. 


More money is needed at the 
Assembly level in order that an 
adequate staff can be provided. But 
more than this, the synods and the 
churches alongside college cam- 
puses must also take their respon- 
s‘bilities far more seriously. Much 
has been done ir. recent years in 
enlisting men who are particularly 
qualified for college pastorates and 
in helping congregations and such 
ministers to become related to each 
other. This is always th crucial 
need—to have pastors in our col- 
lege situations who can and will 
give real leadership in developing 
an effective program. 


Other denominations seem to be 
giving more adequate funds to. this 
work. Southern Baptists, for ex- 
ample, have three men employed 
for churchwide service; Lutherans 


have two national men and three 
regional directors; Methodists have 
three national men, plus workers in 
their state conferences; Presbyte- 
rians, USA, have a budget of $172,- 
000 for student work. Cur expen- 
ditures have been about $15,000 an- 
nually, 

It would seem that, with our ob- 


_ 


quotas follows: 


November 2—Final 


Westover Hillg 


Arkansas Presbytery 
Arkansas Sened. 


FINAL CONVENTION, 
REGISTRATION 
Registration by synods, showing 


ligation in this field, another staff | Synod Reg. Quota 
member, perhaps as a field worker,| Ajahama ____________ 17 157 
would: be a necessity. Appalachia _.____.__-_ 249 209 

The coordination of the work of | Arkansas -_--__-~__- 165 107 
this department with interdenom- testers qo nhs areemnnes ston Rm 
inational student work in this| Kentucky _-------- 103 129 
country and across the world is all} Louisiana __~____-___ 3 121 
that might be asked; and, by and | Mississippi -~--------- 95 157 
large, the group of college pastors a a ae ae = 
and workers with students is a8|Qklahoma ........... 20 26 
alert and able as any group in our| Snedecor ~__________- 33 13 
church. If evidence is needed, look REO ee 224 263 
: : fo 2 RE eae ia 101 429 
in on the annual meeting at Mon- wake. 178 145 
treat. 1 VOPR oko cc aocdee 245 515 

NEXT WEEK—Education, con-| W. Va. ---~---------- 124 152 


tinued. 


MIN'STERIAL 





Arkansas Gets 


MENTION 





Blue Stocking 


Permanent awards of the Blue 
Stocking for the best registration 


FATHER OF UNIVERSITY 


John A. MacLean, Ginter Park 


efforts for the men’s convention g0| pastor of Richmond, Va., was pre- 
to Arkansas—on all levels, congre-| sented at a New York dinner re- 
gational, presbyterial and synodi-| cently as ‘father of the movement” 


cal to 


establish an _ International 


Westover Hills church, Little| Christian University in Japan The 


Rock, Dr. W. F. Yost. 


Arkansas Presbytery 


(182%), 
Brooks Bradley and E. B. Ragland. 

Synod of Arkansas (152%), E. 
E. McSwain, Kim Hedrick, W. B. 


dinner at the University Club was 
given to launch the New York City 
campaign for funds for the uni- 
versity. C. E. Meyer, a vice-presi- 
dent of the Standard Oil Company, 
presided at the meeting attended 


Oglesby, Jr., and John B. Spragens. 


by 100 guests. 


Joseph C. Grew, 


Paid registrations in Atlanta to- former ambassador to Japan, was 
taled 3,804. Hundreds of additional the main speaker. Dr. MacLean 
convention-goers attended without told of the beginning of the idea 
registering. Estimates ran above and of its being carried forwrd by 


5,500. 

represented. 

Five synods exceeded quotas. 
Alabama, Appalachia, Arkansas, 


Snedecor Memorial, and Tennessee. |to China, 


There were 725 churches/ +. Richmond Ministerial Union. 


DR. STUART SUFFERS STROKE 


J. Leighton Stuart, ambassador 
and longtime Presby- 


Thirty presbyteries 
their quotas: 


surpassed 


terian, US, missionary, was strick- 
en recently with a cerebral 


Birmingham Querveds hemorrhage while en rout: from 
Mobile Lex-Ebenezer | Cincinnati to Washington. The 73- 
North Alabama ~Muhlenburg year-old ambassador suffered a 
ete rerey > stroke and his condition was called 
Arkansas Central La, | #erious. 

Ouachit Ethel 

Pine Bluff N.& S.C. |FLORIDA COUNCIL 

Washburn qemenses Albert J. Kissling, Riverside 
— Piedmont church, Jacksonville, Fla., was 
Cherokee S. C. elected president of the Florida 
Augusta-Macon Columbia Council of Churches recently. An- 
Savannah paren other Presbyterian, US, leader 
S'west Ga. ae among the officers is Mrs. J. M. 


Atlanta had 1036 on a 1500 
quota for the largest concentra- 


tion of registrations. 


Weekly and Final 
Awards Are Listed 


Edenfield, of the First church, 
Jacksonville, president of the state 
Council of Church women, who 
represents that organization on the 


ident. Lawrence I. Stell, pastor of 
Tallahassee First church, the chaire 
man of the Council’s Christian Soe 
cial Relations Committee. Miss B, 


executive committee as a vice-pres.' 


Throughout the period of prep- 
aration for the men’s convention 
a Presbyterian Blue Stocking was 
sent from one church, presbytery, 


Louise Woodford, St. Petersburg, 
director of the Florida Chain of 
Missionary Assemblies, is a mem- 


and synod to the next, according ber-at-large. 


to which was at that time leading 


the parade of registrations. 


period and the final award. 


September 7 
Knoxville First Church 
Arkansas Presbytery 
Arkansas Synod 
September 14 
Knoxville First 
Arkansas Presbytery 
Arkansas Synod 
September 21 
Knoxville First 
Atlanta Presbytery 
Georgia Synod 
September 28 


Covenant Church, Charlotte, N. C. 


Mécklenburg Presbytery 


/North Carolina Synod 


October 5 
Arkansas Presbyte 
Covenant Church, Charlotte 
N. C. Synod 

October 12 
Westover 


Rock, Ark. 
Kanawha Presbytery 
Synod of Tennessee 

October 19 ‘ 
Westover Hills Church 
Columbia Serge toed A se 
Synod of West Virginia 

October 26 


Westover Hills 





/Knoxvillé Presbytery 
Arkansas Synod 


THE PRESBYTERIAN ‘OUTLOOK 


Here 
is the standing throughout the 


Hills Church, Little 


RADIO 

Ronald Bridges, president of the 
Pacific School of Religion, has suc- 
ceeded Walter W. Van Kirk as 


p.m., EST). Dr. Bridges hegds a 


theology. He is one of the few lay- 
men holding the degree of Doctor 
of Divinity. He is a former moder- 
ator of the General Council. of the 
Congregational] Christian Churches, 


DECLINED 

J. Moody McNair, listed here 
previously as called to the Mon- 
treat, N. C., church, declined the 
call. 


CHANGES 


has accepted a call to the Indian- 
town church, Route 1, Hemingway, 
8S. C., and has already begun his 
work there. 


Jas. L. Paisley from Ware Shoals, 
S. C., to Nashville, Ark. 





commentator on “Religion in the- 
News” over NBC (Saturdays, 6:15' 


school of theology, though he has’ 
never had any formal training in. 


E. G. Beckman, Mullins, S. C., 
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The PROGRAM of PROGRESS was THERE! 





























The LOCAL CHURCH was THERE! 


The CONVENTION has now GONE HOME to the 
LOCAL CONGREGATION 


and 


oul 


Its real success or failure will be measured by the degree of 
renewed zeal for the work of the LORD, on the 
part of the Local Church and 
PRESBYTERIAN MEN 


The call is for a fiery, zealous devotion to Jesus. There has never been a 
time when the ardor of true discipleship was more needed. --Gov. Youngdahl. 


“Rise Up, O Men of God, have done with lesser things.” 
Seen eee EL 
. . PROGRAM OF PROGRESS... 


eee ae 
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ATLANTA: RETROSPECT AND PROSPECT 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





“Be not weary in well-doing.” I 
Thessalonians 3:13. 


THERE 1S NO WAY to bring 
home a convention. Most conven- 
tions had better not be brought 
home. But if the meeting of Pres- 
byterian men at Atlanta could be 
brought back to every one of our 
congregations, it would bc a mir- 
acle devoutly to be wished. All one 
ean take home are impressions, and 
a hope 


It was certainly a well-planned 
affair. Years of thinking had gone 
into it. Everything was laid out 
beforehand, timed in advance. In 
spite of obvious difficulties, At- 
lanta hospitably absorbed the con- 
vention. Merely being under the 
same roof with four thousand oth- 
er Presbyterian men, singing the 
same songs—and how Mr. Eddowes 
got us singing! - - and for a time 
thinking the same thoughts, in- 
spired by the same eloquence, join- 
ing in the same prayers; thi: was 
anu indescribably uplifting expe- 
rience, a sort of thrill few if any 


there had enjoyed before, one 
which micht not come again. 
A fivovyterian, furthermore, 


could not help being impressed by 
the fact that these thousands of 
men were not delegates, no one 
paid their way, nearly all of them 
came on their own. There was no 
Presbyterian assessments, they did 
not submit expense accounts. Even 
when expenses were paid by some 
organization like a men’s class, 
the contribution was voluntary. 
There was nothing of the formality 
af a reanire4 “annual meeting.” 


: SOME IMPRESSIONS were neg- 
ative, of course. A three days’ 
program cannot be wholly satis- 





factory to every one of more than 
4,000 men. Presbyterians are not 
built that way. It might be said of 
the convention, in the French 
phrase, that it had “the defects of 
its qualities.” It was designed to 
be a sort of camp-meeting-in-a- 
city, and it was just that. Now 
camp meetings are al] sermons; the 
congregation is not supposed to do 
anything but to be happy and say 
Hallelujah at the right times. So 
in this convention, with all its 
brains and ability and enthusiasm, 


‘there was not a single work-group, 


not even a discussion group of any 
kind. Even the one panel discus- 
sion (through no one’s fault in par- 
ticular) turned out to ‘e a series 
of speeches without a single ques- 
tion from anyone. 


There was another defect of a 
fine quality in the convention, the 
calibre of the men themselves. One 
could not see them from the plat- 
form, watch them on the platform 
or mingle with them in the gen- 
erous periods allowed for getting 
acquainted with one another, with- 
cut being impressed by the quality 
of the men. Here were the man- 
agers, here the leaders of their 
communities. If the roof had fal- 
len in and crushed them all where 
they sat, it would have bee not 
merely a disaster for the church, 
it would have been a major calami- 
t for the South. Yet because these 
men represented, in the main, what 
Hodding Carter (in an article in 
the November ATLANTIC) calls 
the “traditional coalition of the 
banker, the lawyer representing 
absentee corporation interests, the 
large landowner, and the execu- 
tive of existing local or branch in- 
dustry,” they were not representa- 
tive of the common man in the 
South. The little church and the 
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the First 
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THE MAN WHO 
OWNED THE STABLE 
by Armand L. Currie 


To Read - To Retell 


Gems of design and printing crofts- 
manship, these booklets ore richly bound 
in art poper and handsomely decorated 
illustrations. 
Each comes in on envelope ready for 


Ideal as Gifts 


Only 
50¢ each 


MR. JONES GOES 
TO BETHLEHEM 


by Harman 8. Ramsey 


Mr. Jones is a nominal Christian and 
“successful” businessman — twentieth- 
century model. He is proud and self- 
satisfied, respectable but not always 
respected. Then, lying in a hospital, 
he dreams of Bethlehem and the first 
Christmas. Barred by the Angel from 
having a part in the adoration of 
the shepherds and the gifts of the 





A simple tale of one whose sympa- 
thies were broad, whose love was deep, 
who offered a stable to weary stran- 
gers, later to learn that his manger 
hod cradled a King. 


MY SON 


by Armand L. Currie 
Joseph, the skillful 


Mary guided the Son of God. 


This Christmas Give BOOKS 


Order from 


PRESBYTERIAN BOOK STORES 


Box 1176, Richmond, Virginia 


Magi, neither his usua! blustery self- 
assertion nor his money get him any- 
where until there is a change in his 
heart. 


A STAR IS BORN 
by Kenneth G. Phiter 


craftsman and In the face of imminent disaster, the 
humble man of God, tells his story innkeeper’s douchter recalls how, as 
of the miraculous birth and the she sow ond touched the Babe, such 
formative yeors through which he and light entered her heart that she was 
forever after free from feor. 


Box 1020, Dalles, Texas 


little man were not much in view 
in Atlanta. 


The sentiments which drew ap- 
plause were too often those which 
one would expect to be applauded 
by a convention of bankers or the 
N.A.M., not by a gathering of com- 
mon folk or Christians. Along this 
line, it was noticeable that Com- 
munism was held up as public dan- 
ger number one, whereas the equal, 
and far more subtle, danger of 
fascism was not so much men- 
tioned. 


The theme, “Christ is the An- 
swer,” was said and sung and ap- 
plauded to the echo; but it was not 
always made clear just what this 
would mean if it were taken se- 
riously. 


Then the shadow of segregation 
was always visibly present. The 
representatives of Snedecor Memo- 
rial Synod were up in the balcony 
in front, in plain view of every 
one. Naturally, this being a mu- 
nicipal auditorium in Georgia, they 
could not have been anywhere else, 


and it may be that even so they 
were nearer the front than they 
could have been in someU”” M_ en 
there represented. But at all events 
there they were, alone and aloof 
and unparticipating, with no 
chance to get acquainted with any 
of the white men, like visitors 
from the half-light of another 
world. At least one of our un- 
solved problems hung right over 
our heads, reminding us how much 
the world is in the church. 

















BUT THERE WERE positive 
impressions, too. The quality of the 
speakers and the speeches was very 
high. It was rather unlike a camp- 
meeting in this respect, that every 
single address was full of meat and 
eommanded attention. There was 
no wandering in and out, of body 
or ef mind. As inspiration for 
years to come one might carry 
home some of the spicy, pointed 
sentences that stick in the mind 
without benefit of notebook. One 
recalls Fowle: “Higher than love, 
life cannot rise”; Bonnell: “No 
man can bring another man nearer 
to Christ than he is himself”; Ful- 
ton: “There is no convincing proof 
that most of us are Christians”; 
Yeungdahl: “‘He that would be 
greatest must be servant of all’ is 
no longer merely a guide to hap- 
piness, but an essential for surviv- 
al”; Eliott quoting from Curlyle: 
“Be an honest man yourself and 
there will be one less rascal in the 
world”; LaRoe: “The layman is the 
bridge between the church and the 
community.” One could fill up a 
page with such vital, often start- 
ling statements. 


There were certain thematic 


ideas which kept recurring over 


of helpers. 


and over again during the eonven- 
tion—in the speeches, in the ex- 
hibits, in conversations, in the re- 
ligious' moving pictures. Aside 
from. the expectable emphasis on 
the vital necessity of the church, 
and of the consecrated layman as 
an absolute essential in any vital 
church, there came out.again and 
‘again, like repeated themes in a 
symphony, ideas like these: This 
is a time of crisis; the human race 
now has in its own power the 


IN THE EXHIBIT HALL—Here, with the Program of Progress 

tion, all phases of the church’s work were portrayed in attractive booths and posters. 

gates spent much of their spare time here, learning about the church’s activities and meet 

ing leaders from the Boards. Above are to be seen in the group: Isabel Rogers, Wade 
Boggs, Marshall S. Woodson, LeRoy Burney, Henry Wade DuBose and others. 








means for its total destructiong 
Communism faces Christianity 
with the most sobering challenge 
our religion has faced in centuries; 
the world is a neighborhood; the 
choice is between a Christian 
world-community and chaos; the 
average Presbyterian man is not 
taking his faith seriously, we de 
not even know what the church is 
or what it is doing; we are not dif- 
ferent (if at all) from the world 
around us; the individual is the key 
to every social problem; the ind 
vidual I can best reach is myself, 


IN THE CLOSING MOMENTS 
the men’s council presented a four- 
fold pledge, which may have 
seemed to some listeners tame and 
harmless and indefinite—toothless 
platitudes which anyone could 
agree on. Yet there was great 
hope in that pledge if it was taken 
in all earnest. We pledged our 
selves first to search our own 
hearts and lives to see how our 
Christian life could be wider and 
deeper and more real; to learn for 
ourselves what the church is ac 
tually doing; to pray every day for 
one another and for at least one 
particular work the church has 
undertaken; and to set the exe 





SEA OF FACES—Nobody had ever seen more Presbyterian men together in the South be- 
fore—or perhaps anywhere else in the country. Around the auditorium and in the Ex- 
hibit Hall are to be seen high quality displays arranged by Clinton Harris and his corpse 


ample by giving more than we 
have been giving, of our time and 
our talents and our money and 
ourselves. (See page three.) 

If that pledge is carried back 
home and put into action, if every, 
man from Atlanta will not only 
keep it himself but get one other 
man to do the same, it will meas 
the making-over of the church we 





love. 





catching central atten- 
Dele. 
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vention inspiration from the 5,500 


EXHIBITS—Men learned about various phases of the church’s work. Here are the booths 
given over to the American Bible Society and Women of the Church. Leaders of the various 
programs were here for delegates to see and meet. 





Fesvention Follow-up 


The message of the Convention, 
®Men Working—Begin with Your- 
pelf and Your Own Church,” ought 
to be carried to every Presbyterian 
ehurch and put into operation by 
every Presbyterian man. Here are 
@ome proposals for spreading Con- 


@elegates who attended to the 155,- 

p00 men who couldn’t get there: 

, &.Give a complete report to your 
men and propose some lines 
of action. Copies of the 
speeches, of The Convention 
Daily, of recordings, and your 
own notes and impressions will 
help you reproduce the Con- 
vention to your men. 

& Get all delegates from churches 
in the immediate area to- 
gether to plan contacts with 
men in churches that sent no 
delegates within a 50-mile 
radius. 

B. Select one or more of the fol- 
lowing projects and bear down 
en them, 

a. Evangelism thrugh three- 
day Christian Missions to 
men in local churches car- 

_Fied out for and by men 
only, 


b. Sunday school enlargement. 
e. Stewardship through a thir- 
teen-week tithing effort. 


church membership by se- 

curing 50,000 new subscrib- 

ers to the church papers this 
year. 

f.A father and son banquet. 

A packet containing a leaflet on 


each of the above projects is avail- 
able from the Presbyterian Pro- 
gram of Progress, 324 Church St., 
Decatur, Ga., or the Division of 
Men’s Work, Box 1176, Richmond, 
Virginia. Write for it. 








KING COLLEGE 


A fully accredited 4 year college. Coeducational. 
Liberal Arts. Sciences. Business. Education. Four types 
Competitive (2) Academic (3) Grant in Aid (4) Gomeaerative Work. 
fer competitive schoia de by February |, 1950. 
For information and catalog write: 


rships must be mai 
R. T. L. LISTON, Pres., 


Founded 1867. 
of Scholarships: (1) 
Applications 
Summer session. 


Presbyterian. 


Box P, Bristol, Tennessee 











GRANT DRUG CO,., Inc. 


LET US FILL YOUR 


PRESCRIPTIONS 


Richmond—Phone 3-1808 610 E. Broad St. 


Open All Night 











Southwestern at Memphis 


Striving for the best in education and in spiritual values. 
An excellent investment for enduring and rewarding dividends, the enrich- 


ment of human lives. 


PEYTON N. RHODES, President 





d. Support of American Bible 
Society through securing an- 
nual memberships. 

e. “A Project to Undergird All 
Other Projects”—to lead the 
way toward an _ informed 








WALTER D. EDDOWES 
He got the men to singing 


BELHAVEN 
COLLEGE 


For Women 
Meets— 
The Demands of Parents 
The Needs of Students 
Maintains— 
Christian Atmosphere 
Well-rounded Educational | 
Program 
Moderate Expense 
Write: 














QUEENS COLLEGE 


Fully accredited liberal arts college for women. 
include Fine Arts, Human Relations, Language and Literature, Professional 
Subjects, Religion and Philosophy, and Science. 
HUNTER B. BLAKELY, President 
Charlotte, North Carolina 


Fields of specialization 








Yes -- You at Work 
in the World! 


This is what YOU are helping maintain: 

Over 1150 CHURCHES AND OTHER PLACES 
OF WORSHIP 

Over 25 HOSPITALS AND DISPENSARIES 
Over 1230 SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES 


Plus: AGRICULTURAL and INDUSTRIAL 
WORK, LABORATORIES, NURSES TRAIN- 
ING, PRINTING PRESSES. 


in 8 Countries 


Africa Brazil China 
Ecuador Japan Korea 
Mexico Portugal 
Through Your 
BOARD OF WORLD MISSIONS 
BOX 330 NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 












































G. T. Gillespie. President 
Jackson, Mississippi jj 
DECEMBER 12, 1949 ; 








tages Key to a new Iife 


WAY TO POWER 
AND POISE | 


E. sisidey Jones 


Victorious Living, The Way, and Abundant Living 


Here's your now hoy te Inner power — releae from 
the tensidns of life, worry and frustrations — and the 















WESTMINSTER 
COLLEGE 


FULTON, MISSOURI 


ANNOUNCES thie inauguration of the 


Second Century Program 


looking forward to its second hundred years of service 
in Christian Education for men. As the only Protestant 
college of liberal arts for men west of the Mississippi 
River it has a unique responsibility not only to its Presby- 
terian constituency, but to the whole field of Christian 
education. 


To fulfill its ordained purpose as it begins a second 
century, Westminster needs: 


$50,000 more to build a $300,000 library 
$1,370,000 for buildings and campus development 
$3,500,000 for endowment. 


Westminster invites those Christian laymen, who are 
planning to invest in Christian Education or to establish 
living memorials to their loved ones, to inquire how 
this may be accomplished at Westminster College. 


WILLIAM W. HALL, JR., President 
Westminster College, Fulton, Mo. 


Founded 1851 
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For Christ and His Church 


. 


After all, what are we doing 
here? We have come from all over 
the South. We have come under 
considerable difficulty. There are 
many claims upon our time and 
our energies. Most of us have sus- 
pended schedules, already chock- 
full of responsibilities, for these 
brief days. We have added to the 
list of our obligations and privil- 
eges of these hours. And for 
what... ? 

We are here primarily to square 
off against the fact that men unit- 
ed in the love of Christ and in labor 
for his Kingdom through the 
church are demanded by the high 
heritage which is ours and by the 
tragic times of which we are a 
part. We are here to learn what 
our own church is doing about the 
outreach of the gospel of God, and 
how we can have a hand in the 
divine venture. We are here to 
be reminded once more that we are 
are not our own, that we are 
bought with a price and that hon- 
esty demands a fuller service to 
our Lord than hitherto we have 
been courageous enough to at- 
tempt. We are here, quite frankly, 
to have our eyes lifted from the 
parochial boundaries of our private 
concerns until we shall see the sad- 
ness of the world around us, and 
eatching the Spirit of our Savior 
once more to be moved, as he was, 
with compassion for the wandering 
and lost human family of our day 
and generation... . 

It is a great faith which binds 
us together. It is a great cause 
in which we are enlisted. He is a 
great Saviour who has redeemed 
us. And as Lord, he would call us 
again to that measure of rededica- 
tion of ourselves which flows in- 
evitably out of informed minds and 
the loyal hearts quickened by the 
powers of his Holy Spirit. 


We Are Churchmen 


For one thing we are here as 
churchmen. We are not here be- 
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Are You 


Going 10 
College . 


Here’s a Help Every High 
School Student Will Want. 


The 1949-50 
“Going-to-College’ 
Handbook 


Volume Four 








it you 
around” 
for You. 
practical he! 
to study. 
to improve your. personality: 
first two weeks; 
to do about the folks back 


Should you go to college? 
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By JAMES A. JONES 


cause we have the same political 
loyalties. We are not here becduse 
of the identity of our commercial 
engagements, We are not here be- 
cause all of us belong to the same 
civic club. Many of us have at- 
tended assemblies under such ban- 
ners, all Democrats, or all in the 
fellowship of a single trade, or all 
belonging to local Rotary or Ki- 
wanis Clubs. We are here because 
we belong to'and are interested in 
the church of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. .... 
* ¢ ¢@ 

A man in the church is of 
the movement and fellowship 
which last. 

> a + 

We need in church affairs to 
remind ourselves of the pro- 
verb which asks the question, 
“Who shouts loudest in the 
fish-market; the man who 
knows his fish are good, or the 
fellow who suspects that his 
are bad?...” 

The church today is the great 
physician of the human race, pour- 
ing oil into the wounds of veritable 
millions. The church is the great 
teacher of the human mind, bring- 
ing enlightenment to countless 
thousands between the rising and 
setting of every sun. The church 
is the Great Evangelist, binding 
up the broken hearted, pointing 
men to Christ, who for every race 
and clan, in every land and clime, 
“ig able to save unto the utter- 
most.” The man who is of the 
church has a share in that redemp- 
tive service even in this day. 


Champion of Liberty 

Moreover, never forget that the 
church is the champion of freedom 
for the human spirit. Would you 
know whence came the liberties 
which bless our lives just now and 
in this place? You’ must trace 
their roots to the labors of those 
who believed and proclaimed that 
deliverance from human bondage 
is a matter of spiritual redemption 
and by Christ, the Elder Brother, 
men are not masters and slaves, 
but brethren under God, their fa- 
ther. There is no need for anyone 
to remind you that such a notion 
is in serious jeopardy today. But 
there is need for you to realize 
that the only society which has 
the answer to the problems created 
by the chaos of our times is the 
society which has nutured human 
liberty. as the inevitable conse- 


‘quence of its faith... . 


* * * 


Goal: a Christian Nation 

As a church we strive to make 
our own nation a people whose God 
is the Lord. We say it over and 
over again that “except the Lord 
keep the city, the watchman wak- 
eth but in vain.” And we go be- 
yond that: 


“Not for this land alone, 
But be God's mercy shown 
From shore to shore; 
And may the nations see 
That men should brothers be, 
And form one family 
The wide world o'er.” 


We Are Presbyterians 


We are here, also, as Presby- 
terians. And that is worth our re- 





mémbering. It is not the matter 
of chief concern, as I have tried 
to say. But it is a matter of no 
small concern. We are not here 
to do the Tom Thumb stunt of 
saying at the sight of such de- 
nominational plumbs as may be 
pulled out, “What very smart folks 
we are.” 

We are a part of a whole, and 
the chief thing is the whole. But 
the work of the whole is attained 
in direct proportion to the efficien- 
cy of its several parts. As Pres- 
byterians we have a part to play. 

And there is urgency that we 
play it well in the New South which 
is fairly erupting all around us. 
You do not need for me to recite 
any facts to justify such an af- 
firmation. As with no other sec- 
tion of the country except the far 
West, the South is on the move. 
Industrially it grows by leaps and 
bounds. People by veritable hordes 
have sought residence and employ- 
ment within its quarters. ... 





in them, and what woes we will 
breed for ourselves if in this con- 
tinuing expansion of industrial and 
social resources we neglect to teach 
that the “fear of the Lord is the 
beginning of wisdom, and to depart 
from evil is understanding.” 
* . * 
On a World Mission ‘ 

Our denomination is no parochial 
organization. We are at work in 
the world. The very first message 
that went from our communion 
committed us to a world-wide min- 
istry. That commitment has not 
yet been violated. There are, as 
you know very well, great forces 
struggling for the soul of man to- 
day... 

And yet, with the stakes so 
very high, the Presbyterian 
Church today has 30% fewer 
missionaries on the field than 
in 1926. 

How large does God have to 
write the word for us to read it, 
how loudly must he shout it for us 
to hear it—that peace and frater- 
nity among the sons of men are 
the issue of spiritual things! And 
the ambassadors of goodwill, who 
sow those seeds from which can 








James A. Jones 
Presbyterians have a part to play 


better men in this First Church 
and that one. We shall not de 
much for the church in the world, 
or for the church in the South un- 
til we do more for the church just 
down the street from where we 





spring the harvest of a human 


live. 








MEETING PLACE—Atlanta’s beautiful and efficiently 


everything a convention needs. 


Our educational institutions are 
overflowing. Our cities are strain- 
ing to keep the pace demanded by 
the influx of people. Our towns 
are becoming day after day the 
homes of new manufactories. Our 
rural areas, with improved meth- 
ods of agriculture and evolution of 
new sciences of the soil, are as- 
suming places of increasing signif- 
icance in the economy and stability 
of our nation, and of the world. . . 

* * * 

Such a growth challenges and 
strains the resources of the agency 
of the church responsible for the 
preparation of teaching materials 
and guiding ‘in the training of 
teachers: But still, we are told, 
there are more people out of the 
Sunday schools of the South than 
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family, who belong to the mission- 
ary forces of the Christian com- 
munity are the real builders of 
human welfare and social solidari- 
ty. Our church, never forget, is 
having a hand in that. 


From Local Churches 


We are here as men from local 
churches. We are here from this 
First Church, and that one; from 
a Westminster and a Memorial 
Church. We are here, members of 
Sessions and Boards of Deacons. 
We are here as what a friend of 
mine called, “just plain floor mem- 
bers.” One of the urgent things 
about a man’s personal religion is 
that it must come to some point. 
The lack of defiteness is the 
scourge and shame of individual 
Christianity. We can whip our- 
selves into a lather about the bad- 
ness of general conditions, and at 
the same time remain calm and 
unmoved in the face of a local sit- 
uation which begs for attention 
and assistance. In the constitu- 
tion of the Presbyterian Church 
there is a remarkable chapter on 
“The Particular Church.” 


A man’s Christianity is sus- 
pect, to say the least, until it 
manifests itself in serious and 
sacrificial concern for the on- 
going of some “particular 
church”! ... 


One of the main purposes of our 





arranged auditorium had 


Here the 5,000 men were well cared for during their 


We Are Christians 


We are here as Christians. And 
that above everything else, and 
conditioning all else. Evangelical 
Christianity puts little store by 
any form of ecclesiasticism. It in- 
sists that the basic thing in this 
religion which we profess is a 
man’s personal relationship to Je- 
sus Christ. Actually, that is the 
first word of the gospel. He is 
Savior of the world, but, as far 
as you are concerned at the mo- 
ment, and speaking quite practical- 
ly, that salvation must start with 
YOu. «so 


Four Reasons 


So, really, it comes to this: Why 
are we here? Because we are 
churchmen, proud of our heritage 
tin the Holy Catholic Church of 
the Living God. Because we are 
Presbyterians, challenged to en- 
large the ministry of our denomi- 
nation in the affairs of Christ and 
his Kingdom. Because we can have 
a hand in the enrichment of some 
local scene and thereby enrich the 
whole. And most of all because 
Christ is for us one by one, Savior, 
and more and more we strive te 
make him our Lord, to yield our- 
selves to his “pirit and for his 
glory. 

That is why we are here, and 
surely it is good for brethren te 
dwell together for a while in such 





fellowship just now is to produce 


a unity. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
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The Challenge to 


Christian 


Laymen 


By GOVERNOR YOUNGDAHL 


Mankind is searching blindly and 
desperately in our time for the an- 
swer to a vital problem—one which 
pertains, in fact, to his very sur- 
vival. His frantic efforts are due 
to the amazing success he has 
achieved in unlocking the myster- 
ies of science, while remaining ig- 
norant in the realm of human re- 
lations. 


Man Lacks Understanding 


It is becoming more and more 
apparent that man is in a crisis be- 
cause of the dreadful lag in his 
understanding of himself. This 
sounds like an oversimplification 
of the problem, yet it is so true. 
Our scientists are the people who 
realize it best. They know what 
ean be the consequences of another 
world conflict. And so they are 
constantly warning us that science 
cannot get man out of his present 
predicament. 

For a while, some of us fool- 
ishly thought that our posses- 
sion of the atomic bomb could 
save us. The scientists did 
their best to discourage us 
from this futile, wishful think- 
ing. They warned us that the 
basic knowledge of the atom 
was no secret. 

Dr. Arthur Compton, Chancellor 
ff Washington University, Nobel 
Prize Winner and Director of Ato- 
nic Research at the University of 
Chicago during World War II, 
summed up well the true signifi- 
eance of the release of nuclear en- 
ergy by chain reaction, when he 
said: “What happened at Hiroshi- 
ma and Nagasaki will, in the per- 
spective of time, become but inci- 
dents recorded in history books. 
What will emerge as truly impor- 
tant is that on December 2, 1942, 
science dramatized and reinforced 
the truth of an ancient teaching. 
‘The greatest among you shall be 
the servant of all’ no longer is a 
mere guide to happiness. 





“In this atomic age. it expresses 
the condition essential for the 
strength and even the survival of 
nations.” ... 


While mankind stumbles around 
in the: darkness of despair and de- 
feat, Jesus Christ stands above 
him, waiting patiently and silently 
with the answer. So far, man has 
been unwilling to reach up and 
take from the outstretched hand 
of Christ the gift he has to offer. 
Man hesitates because he has come 
to attach first importance to mate- 
rial things—to moriey, stocks and 
bonds, and other possessions of 
wealth. . . 


The Price: Devotion 


What Christ has to offer de- 
mands a price from the one who 
receives. The price is devotion to 
a way of life that is different. It 
requires the removal of greed, self- 
ishness, bigotry and prejudice from 
the hearts of those who would gain 
its blessings. Sacrifice and service 
to fellowmen become the guide- 
posts for living. “It is better to 
give than to receive,” say the 
Scriptures. 


The world finds itself in its pres- 
ent crisis because we haven’t been 
willing to pay the price of living 
the Christian way of life. Yes, the 
tragedy is strictly man-made. We 
have no one but ourselves to biame 
for the insecurity and fear wh‘ch 
exists among the nations of the 
earth. 

There are many people who call 
themselves Christians. The Chris- 
tian Church is said to represent 
737,000,000 people. But the’ church 
has not been able to utilize more 
than a very small fraction of its 
potential strength. There are too 
many people who profess to be fol- 
lowers of Christian principles but 
who give only lip service. Theirs 
is a half-hearted loyalty. This is 
a dangerous attitude at a time 


when the Christian faith and the 
world face the greatest test of all. 


The call is for a fiery, zeal- 
ous devotion to Jesus. There 
has never been a time when the 
ardor of true discipleship was 
more needed. . . 


To make Christianity work is the 
fundamental problem before us. 
Making Christianity work means 
that we must put it into practice 
in every area of life—in home, 
school, business, polities, civie af- 
fairs, international relations—yes, 
everywhere! 


e 


The Layman’s Job 


The job for the layman in this 
spiritual campaign is a great one. 
It is fully as important as the con- 
tribution of the minister. 


I like Dr. Harry Emerson Fos- 
dick’s statement on the responsi- 
bility involved. He says, “God calls 
men to be ministers—yes, but just 
as truly God calls men and women 
to Christian laymanship. . . The 
areas where this new age must 
win its victories are where laymen 
live—politics, business, and fi- 
nance, racial relationships, the 
great professions, community 
service, the church itself, where 
ministers come and go, but where 
the abiding continuum is the great 
body of laymen.” .. . 

In considering how you can make 
Christianity work don’t forget the 
challenging opportunities in _poli- 
tics. Dr. Elton Trueblood, in his 
recent book, “Alternative to Fultil- 
ity,” cites the great need for Chris- 
tian politicians. 

He says, and I agree, “There are 
a few men and women. in politics 
because of a high sense of respon- 
sibility, but not nearly~enough. . . 
If we care about our total culture, 
which we must, we shall try to pro- 
duce, within our order, a guild of 
Christian politicians determined to 
try to make their influence felt, 
no matter how long and discour- 
aging the road may be.” 


Politics has been defined apt- 
ly as “the machinery by which 
society makes its moral de- 
cisions.” . . At that “machin- 
ery” we need more Christian 
laymen—Christians willing to 
run for office and turning out 





to the polls on election day. . . 





It's a Great Day for Presbyterian Men 


THIS GREAT CONVENTION 
for Presbyterian men is a glorious 
dream come true! Nor did any one 
man bring it about. It is the end 
result of earnest prayer of many 
men over the past four years, and 
of the careful planning of one of 
the best teams of Presbyterian lay- 
men that has ever dedicated itself 
to our church’s service. We are to- 
day grateful to God for what he 
has brought to pass. 

Let me make it clear that this 
team was not made up altogether 
of professional church workers. Of 
eourse there were some executive 
committee staff members whose 
job it was to lay basic plans and 
te follow through suggestions of- 
fered. But these were but the 
hands and feet of a much larger 
group representing lumbermen, 
railroad men, farmers, salesmen, 
bankers, doctors, lawyers, judges, 
and virtually every business or 
profession represented by Presby- 
terian laymen. Truly, through this 
great convention, Presbyterian men 
have come into their own as an 
effective and powerful entity in 
eur Presbyterian Church! 


“Men’s Work” Moves Forward 


But back of this convention, and 
almost concurrent with it, lies 
something else that is really sig- 
nificant. Up till now “Men’s Work” 
has come over a long, torturous 
and sometimes rather rocky road. 
Seme, despairing, have at times 
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BY EDWARD D. GRANT 


predicted its complete failure as a 
movement, believing it could never 
really emerge into the great Pres- 
byterian Men’s force we see so 
dramatically evidenced in Atlanta 
this week. Yet this is but the be- 
ginning of still larger things ahead 
in the light of what has just re- 
cently happened in Richmond. 


On September 8, 1949, the Exec- 
utive Committee of Religious Edu- 
cation and Publication was reor- 
ganized, with the addition of three 
members from the Executive Com. 
mittee of Christian Education and 
Ministerial Relief, into the new 
Board of Education of the Presby- 
terian Church, U.S. This organiza- 
tion required setting up within 
the Board Divisions of Publication, 
Higher Education, and Religious 
Education. The Division of Reli- 
gious Education in turn was divid- 
ed into a number of departments, 
among which was the Department 
of Adult Education, of which Men’s 
Work was a part. 


New Division Formed 


But here the new Board felt the 
need of a change of emphasis 
which would completely alter the 
status of Men’s Work in the organ- 
ization ment of a division of a 
Board! .As a result, at their first 
regular meeting on last October 13 
and 14, the new. Board of Educa- 
tion. officially set up a Division of 
Men’s Work holding equal status 





with the Divisions of Publication, 
Higher Education, and Religious 
Education, and elevated Dr. Pat- 
terson from the Directorship of a 
Department to the position of Sec- 
retary of the Division of Men’s 
Work. 


On the heels of this important 
change, it is confidently expected 
that some arrangement will be 
worked out shortly whereby the 
Assembly’s Men’s Council, which 
planned and brought to reality this 
convention, and which is directly 
representative of men’s groups in 
local churches, will have more di- 
rect access to the Board of Educa- 
tion in the formulating of policies 
and supervising Men’s Work than 
was ever possible under the old 
system. 


Finest Opportunity 


This is all to the good, and in 
practical terms means that Pres- 
byterian men now have the finest 
opportunity ever offered them to 
help mould future plans for Pres- 
byterian men, and to build up the 
place of laymen in our whole Pres- 
byterian system. 


May God give our lay leaders the 
vision and the wisdom to seize this 
opportunity to help Presbyterian 
men to become the great working 
force our church so sorely needs 
today. Under the power of God 
this can be done if the men at this 
convention so determine! 








MINNESOTA’S FIRST CITIZEN—Governor Youngdahl is 
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greeted at the airport by Mayor Hartsfield (left) and Chas. 
J. Currie, also of Atlanta. 


He challenges us te give our- 
selves completely to the task of 
making Christianity work. We 
cannot be “Sunday Christians.” We 
cannot be mere “dues-paying mem- 
bers.” There must be a new appre- 
ciation of the meaning of Christian 
stewardship—it must be the giving 
of time, ability and material pos- 
sessions, based on the sincere and 
abiding belief that these are a trust 
from God, to be used in his service 
for the benefit of all mankind. . . 


Victory Through Unity 


The Christian faith can become 
a great unifying force among men 
—if we will make it so. It offers 
one divine power, one moral law, 
one family of mankind. Let us not 
fail to take advantage of this op- 
portunity to gain the spiritual 
strength needed for these times. 

Christians are united in the deep- 


est things of life, namely life it- 
self. They have a common faith 
which should make for universal 
fellowship, but does not because 
of a failure to recognize its im- 
portance. But the time is now at 
hand when we cannot afford to 
have an impractical partitioning of 
the Christian community. The task 
is too great to permit the ineffi- 
ciency and waste of division and 
competition with a tragically un- 
organized program. 


We all concede that military 
victory can be won only 
through unity. Why, then, have 
we failed to sec that the grest- 
est battle of all—the spiritual 








campaign against hate, greed 
and selfishness—requires uni- 
ty and close fellowship? 


Yet we permit a situation im 
which there are 256 denomination: 
o: the Protestant Church working 
for common goals—but not work- 
ing in unity. As E. Stanley Jones 
puts. it, “A divided church in a di- 
vided world lacks moral authority.’ 
Through division, we dissipate 
strength. Non-Christians remair 
unimpressed by our efforts because 
we do not work together for com- 
mon purpose. 


Laymen Must Lead 


| plead with you, the laymen 
t. come forward to assume a role 
of leadership i> the effort to bring 
our Protestant denominations int« 
a unified fellowship that will im- 
press the world as an outstanding 
example of what can be achievec 
through cooperation of those whc 
believe fervently in the philosophy 
of Jesus Christ. . . 
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~ Begin With Yourself! 


By WILLIAM M. ELLIOTT, JR. 


Amid all the confusion and chaos 
of our time, one fact emerges with 
startling clearness: if this sad 
world is to be saved from destruc- 
tion there must be a radical trans- 
formation, not merely in the poli- 
ties of governments, but also in 
the inner lives of the men and 
women who compose and support 
those governments. Nations cannot 
3e saved until people are changed. 
Without a race of “new creatures” 
our ethical and social schemes, 
noWever nobly conceived and 
wotked for, will fall apart in our 
nands. A new social order is an 
idle pipe dream without new social 
anits. Only new men can bring in 
the new and better day. 


This is a very simple and obvious | 
ruth, but one which we consistently 
overlook or ignore. I wish we could 
see that the problems of nations | 
and of society as a whole are but, 
the problems of individuals writ 
large, and that every gigantic so- 
cial problem must come for solu- 
tion to your individual doorstep and 
mine. Dick Sheppard was right 
when he said, “The truth is that 





the world is as it is because individ. || 


vally we are as we are.” 


Someone sat down beside 
Will Rogers once at a dinner. 
and in the course of the con- 
versation asked the comedian 
this question: “What’s wrong 
with the world, anyway?” Rog- 
ers drawled in reply, “Well, | 
dunno. I guess it’s people.” 


Well, I guess it is, for there :: 


10 such thing as evil in the abstract. | 


The things which are playing hav 
oc with our world, and spoiling a’ 


Dick and Harry, or they do not live 
at all. 

We often speak of hate and in- 
justice and greed and intemper- 
ance as if these were forces in and 
of themselves. But there is no such 
thing as hate, or injustice, or greed, 
or intemperance in the abstract. 
There are only individuals who hate 
—there are only persons who are 
unjust, grasping, and intemperate. 
And these evils will disappear only 
when they are banished from the 
lives of men and women one by 
one. Therefore David was taking 
the first and the most important 
step for the moral cleansing of 


f 





of our nice, neat plans, have nc 





Israel. when he prayed: “Create in 
ME a clean heart, O God; and re- 
new a right spirit within ME.” ... 


Jesus Started Here 


The ultimate purpose of Jesus’ 
life and death was the establish- 
ment of the kingdom of God, but 
he knew that such an ideal could 
be realized only when a sufficient 
number of individuals were unre- 
servedly committed to his princi- 
ples, filled with his spirit, and mo- 
tivated with his passion. The indi- 
vidual was our Lord’s starting point 
and first concern. 








persons become different. There is 
mueh truth in Robert Frost’s lines: 


“1 bid you te a one-man revolution— 

The only revolution that is coming.” 

Then the world’s problem, which 
has all of us so bewildered, is a 
great deal simpler and more per- 
sonal than we have suspected—or 
have been willing to believe. The 
situation js not as complicated as 
we generally suppose. The world’s 
problem is simply the stacked-up 
problems of individuals like you 
and me. 

Charles Spurgeon once made a 
clever reply to a man who demand- 
ed that he explain the meaning of 
the phrases in the Book of Reve- 
lation, THE MARK OF THE 
BEAST, and THE NUMBER OF 
THE BEAST. Spurgeon was a 
practical man, and he replied: “The 
mark of the beast is the capital ‘I.’ 






meaning or existence apart from | WELCOME—Charles T. Ansley (right) shakes hands with Dr. Elliott, one of the conven- 
men and women. They are never| tion speakers, as he arrives at the airport. Behind Dr. Elliott are two of his men from 
* the Highland Park church, Dallas: Ralph Holcombe and W. Neal Johnson. 


disembodied. They live in Tom, 
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One of the pathetic follies of our 
thinking these days is the notion 
that some intangible political or 
social revolution will somehow 
usher in a brave new world. We 
forget that the character of our 
society is made up of the feelings 
and dispositions and points of view 
and acts of millions upon millions 
of individuals. And the social order 
can be changed only when these 
feelings and dispositions and points 
of view and acts of individuals 
are changed. 

As someone put it, you can- 
not stir up a dozen bad eggs 
and make a good omelette. 

We may as well make up our 
minds to it: no sudden, dramatic 
change for the better is going to 
take place in our world apart from 
a transformation within individu- 
als. There is no ground for put- 
ting our hope in what one writer 
has called “the idiotic simplicity of 
the revolutionary idea.” Society will 
become different only as enough 





The number of the beast is Num- 
ber One.” 


What Can One Man Do? 


As we look at the plight of man- 
kind in our day we are overwhelmed 
and baffled by it. We feel help- 
less and insignificant—utterly in- 
capable of doing anything about 
it. “It is terrible,” we say, “but 
what can I do?” 

But this sense of futility is not 
justified. We give up too easily. 
There is something very definite 
and practical that we can do. We 
can make sure that we as individ- 
uals are not contributing to the 
situation which we deplore. We can 
get our names off of the debit side 
of the moral ledger. We can stop 
dragging our feet. 

“Make yourself an honest 
man,” said Thomas Carlyle, 
“and then you may be sure 
there is one less rascal in the 
world.”. . 

We sometimes think that when 
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we have complained loudly enough 
about a situation, and agonized 
long enough, we have managed te 
do something about it. But this is 
only self-deception. It is only an 
emotional substitute for tne more 
difficult, practical thing | am sug- 
gesting: getting right ourselves. . . 
On Which Side are You? 
Well, my friend, how is it 
with you? Are you personally 

a part of mankind’s sickness, 

or a part of the cure? On which 

side of things is your influ- 
ence telling? 

Consider briefly some of the 
evils which are rampant today, and 
ask yourself quite candidly what 
you as a Christian man are doing 
about them. Take first the prob- 
lem of alcoholism. I put it first 
because it constitutes one of the 
most dangerous problems of our 
domestic life. Of 100,000,000 per- 
sons of drinking age in this coun- 
try, more than half drink to some 
degree, and at least 750,000 of 
these have become alcoholics. The 
economic losses due to alcohol run 
to a billion dollars a year; perhaps 


/|more. It is one of the prime causes 


of mental ill-health, unemployment, 
crime, and disease. The situation 
has become so serious that busi- 
ness corporations all over the land 
are deeply concerned, and are won- 
dering what they can do to cope 
with it. 

Liquor is ruining personalities, 
dividing homes, spoilng careers, 


#|and damnng souls. Are you a part 


of that malady, or a part of the 
remedy? Have you a conscience 
about this matter which is any 


} |different from the conscience of 


pagans? Do you stand out against 
or are you by compro. 
mising attitudes and social drink- 
ing giving it encouragement? 

Take the marital problem. There 
is one divorce in this country now 
to every four marriages. All around 
us homes are falling apart, and 
little children are growing up, feel- 
ing frustrated and insecure—the 
unhappy victims of adult selfish- 
ness. Are you a part of that mal- 
ady, or a part of the remedy? Do 
you know what the Christian con- 
ception of marriage is, and will 
you be unswervingly loyal to it? 

Take the race problem. And 
any man who thinks there is no 
such problem is plainly sticking 
his head in the sand. Are you, my 
friend, a part of this malady, or 
a part of the remedy? Racial prej- 
udice is about the ugliest and the 
most inexcusable thing I know, 
And so many of us are guilty of it. 
Christian people, who ought te 
know better, cherish attitudes which 
are actually inferior to that of 
many pagans. 

I have no easy solution to offer 
for this exceedingly difficult and 
complex problem, but one thing is 
certain: we will make not the 
slightest headway toward easing 
tensions and banishing injustices 
until you and I start thinking like 
Christians, and until we are guided 
by principles which are more in 
tune with the message and spirit 
of the New Testament. 


Are We Different? 


And so I come back to where we 
started: We are the hope of the 
world—you and I, and others like 
us; or we are the world’s undoing, 
Therefore I ask: Are we in any 
way different from, or superior to, 
the world, or are we just “nicely 
veneered pagans?” Has anything 
vital and transforming ever hap- 
péned to us on any Damascus 
Road? 

Perhaps it is time some of us 
nominal Christians awakened to 
our real condition, repented of our 
complicity in the world’s guilt, and 
got right with God! Maybe we 
need to start out again, and start 
right. Maybe we need to get down 
on our knees and ery: “Create in 
ME a clean heart, O God, and re- 
new a right spirit within ME!” 

The only way successfully to dem- 
onstrate to a skeptical world the 
truth and power of our religion is 
to let them see it shining through 














our words, attitudes and behavior. 
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REUvU.D—The largest group coming from the church the farthest distance was probably that shown above—nine men 
from Big Spring, Texas—about 1300 miles. A chartered bus came from Western Texas. 


Christ's Challenge to Laymen 


By JOHN SUTHERLAND BONNELL 


WHAT IS THE grave weakness 
ef Protestant Christianity? It’s 
the failure to mobilize our vast 
manpower. The great and unused 
potential of Protestant Christiani- 
ty in America is the layman. In 
every area of our national life, lay- 
men are giving magnificent lead- 
ership. Who are the leaders in ed- 
ucation in this nation? Who are 
the men who, in the national the- 
ater and internationally, are shap- 
ing our policies? Who are the men 
who are guiding the destinies of 
business and industry in the Unit- 
ed States, and who have helped to 
make this nation, away and be- 
yond, the most powerful nation on 
-earth? And who, in the main, are 
leaders of professional life in 
America? In every instance, be- 
yond all possibility of dispute, the 
answer is: Protestant laymen. Pre- 
eminently, they are the leaders of 
America in all these fields. How 
tragic, therefore, that when we 
come to the most important area of 
all, of the Church and the King- 
dom of God, oftentimes across our 
nation laymen are hesitant and 
apologetic in facing their high re- 
sponsibilities. 

I have listened with great inter- 
est many times to laymen discuss- 
ing politics, discussing business 
policies, and I’ve noticed how out- 
spoken, how frank, how energetic 
they are, how full of zeal they are. 
And yet, as our laymen, and as we 
ministers brush shoulders day by 
day with tens of thousands of peo- 
ple who know not Jesus Christ, we 
exercise a kind of dumb disciple- 
ship. 

Provide Leadership 


Now, what are some of the chal- 
lenges of Christ to the laymen of 
America of our Protestant Church? 
The first is this: To provide lay 
leadership for national and world- 
wide programs of the church. 
Sometimes we hear the question 
asked “Why is there not more pro- 
phetic fire in the pulpit?” They 
say: “By and large, across the 
eountry, why is there not more 
prophetic preaching? Why is there 
not more passion and glow mani- 
fested in the presentation of the 
gospel?” 

Well, I think I have as many in- 
terviews with ministers as any- 
one in this nation. And I can tell 
you the reason. It’s because we 
have a great many discouraged 
ministers in the United States; 
ministers who feel like a weary 
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Atlas with the whole burden of the 
Church’s spiritual life on their 
shoulders. 


I’m not talking about the tem- 
poralities. And they are important, 
very important. But, I’m talking 
about the lack of spiritual support, 
the kind of support that’s given by 
the layman who calls on his minis- 
ter and prays with him and for 
him; informed consecrated laymen, 
to help in the task of Christian 
leadership. 


Do you know that there are 
churches in the United States, 
Protestant Churches, some of them 
great and powerful churches so far 
as outward appearance goes, and in 
those churches the one person With 
a world vision for Christianity in 
the leadership of the church is the 
minister, and the one plea for spir- 
itual advance in world missions 
comes from the lips of the minis- 
ter? 


We must have a vision that sees 
beyond the four walls of the local 
church. Not in a hundred years has 
there been such an opportunity for 
the Christian gospel as today. The 
four horsemen of the Apocalypse 
have been riding over the world; 
war, pestilence, famine, death. Old 
foundations have been shattered. 
The nations are in flux. The world 
is in a plastic state and it can be 
molded and fashioned in a new and 
different pattern. 


Do you realize, have you thought 
of this, that you’re holding this 
convention almost on the eve of 
the beginning of the second half 
of the twentieth century? In that 
second half of the twentieth cen- 
tury and before it draws to a close, 
the pattern will have set either in 
a Christian or an anti-Christian 
mood and mold. 


Build up Christian Life 


Again, laymen are challenged of 
Christ to assume specific respon- 
sibility for the building up of the 
spiritual strength and membership 
of the Church. You men sitting be- 
fore me have for years been fol- 
lowers of Jesus Christ. Many of 
you are officers of Presbyterian 
Churches. Let me ask you a ques- 
tion: How many members have 
ever united with a Presbyterian 
Church or given their lives to 
Christ through your initiative? 
How many members? Answer just 
to yourself. And ‘then ask your- 
self: Is that playing fair by the 
Master whom you serve? 





I talked with a minister a little 
time ago who had received sixteen 
new members into his church. And 
I said: “How many of those were 
brought in through the initiative 
of your laymen?” And he dropped 
his head and paused a moment, 
and he said: “Not one. Not one.” 

I know the answer that so many 
elders and laymen will make and 
they say, “It’s so hard for me to 
speak to a man of Christ.” Well, 
you can at least speak to a man 
of your church and you can say, 
“Will you meet me in the vestibule 
of such and such a chureh next 
Sunday morning?” You're the 
ones who are working side by side 
with these people and Jesus is say- 
ing to you now: “What do ye more 
than others?” What characteristic 
of zeal and loyalty is in your life 
that transcends out of those around 
you? Do men and women take 
knowledge that you have been with 
the Master? 

How many prayer groups have 
you in your local church; groups 
that are not attended, not neces- 
sarily attended by your minister? 
How many prayer groups have you 
meeting each week in your church? 

You know, we say a lot of pious 
platitudes and nonsense, don’t we? 
We talk about prayer; what a won- 
derful thing prayer is. How much 
do we employ it in our churches? 
Do you know that prayer is the 
mightiest spiritual dynamic in the 
Universe of God, because it re- 
leases the Divine power. Are you 
employing it, you laymen? 


Oh, how your minister’s heart’ 


will be gladdened if he hears that, 
without even consulting him, you 
have got around and got a group 
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of men together to meet once a 
week. There are nine groups of 
lay people meeting every week in 
my church, and I thank God for it, 
because it’s the source of the great- 
est spiritual inspiration to me. Be- 
fore this year has drawn to a close, 
there will be at least a dozen meet- 
ing once a week, and there are 
men who come up from Wall Street 
at a quarter past 5:00 so that they 
will not miss one or two of these 
group meetings. All you require, 
you knpw, is two people to start a 
group, a prayer group. And do you 
know that we’re having conversions 
in our church, just in the ordinary 
church service, today, happening 
right in the church service, and I’m 
positive it is due to the spiritual 
power that is released. 

Oh, the encouragement you’ll 
bring to your minister, the encour- 
agement that will come to the con- 
gregation, the depth of spiritual 
feeling that will be in the church 
the moment the service begins and 
before it begins, if you have prayer 
in that church. 

Suppose you start the prayer 
groups we were speaking of a few 
minutes ago and let him find out 
about it after you’ve got them un- 
derway. God alone knows the pos- 
sibilities that are latent in such an 
enterprise. 


For a Finer Service 


And, again, Christ is challenging 
us to deeper, personal dedication 
to his service. 

The pressure and the tension and 
the nervous fatigue of life today 
is very great. We desperately need 
spiritual help. Have you got a 
sacred period, have you got a lit- 
tle sanctuary in each day, have 
you set apart a time in each day 
when, without fail, you look-up into 
the face of God and ask his bless- 
ing on yourself and on your dear 
ones and on your church and on his 
Kingdom? 

Do you remember what Dwight 
L. Moody said: “No man can bring 
another closer to God than he is 
living himself”? How close are 
you living to Christ? How loyal 
are you to him? Are you one of 
those American businessmen who 
wring yourself habitually dry in 
your labor, in the drive, restless 
drive, the tenseness of it all, so that 
at the end of the day you’ve noth- 
ing but the dregs of your time and 
your temper for your wife and 
children? That’s one of the trage- 
dies of American life. 

There are only two rivals in the 








world today for the allegiance of 


mankind. There are eleven living- 


religions but, so far as rivalry for 
the allegiance of the world, there’s 
only one living religion that counts 
And the other power is Commu 
nism. 

In an address to the men’s clut 
in my own church, I showed then 
a map that I had colored red to in 
dicate all the territories of th 
world today under the control o: 
Soviet Russia, and then a shadin; 
on the countries over which Sovie' 
influence is strong. Millions ot! 
people are following the sickle anc 
hammer. Millions of people are 
convinced today that salvation fo: 
them will come through the phi 
losophy of Communism. 

Let me read to you one verse o 
the “Internationale,” and if you 
heard ten thousand men sing it 
with a passion, it would put the 
fear of the Lord in you. Now 
here’s the thing I want you to no 
tice; if you think that the only ap- 
peal of Communism is the appeal of 
dictatorship and ruthless slaughter 
which goes along with it, well. 
then, you’re mistaken. Listen: 

“Arise, ye prisoners of starvation; 

Arise, ye wretched of the earth; 

For justice thunders condemnation; 


A better world at birth. 
No more tradition’s chains shall biny 


pe slaves, no more inthrall; 

The world shall rise on new foundations 

You have been naught; you shall be all." 

That’s the reason why there are 
millions of people that are grasp- 
ing Communism today as_ their 
hope. 

But,. let me ask you a question: 
How can a philosophy that breeds 
ruthless dictatorships that fasten 
their power increasingly on the 
people, ever lead to a classless so- 
ciety? How can that insane jeal- 
ousy for power with its inner 
purges succeeding one after an- 
other, how can slave labor camps 
numbering a hundred thousand 
souls begin to usher in a new day? 

And, yet, that vision, what one 
may call a world view, is the one 
supreme challenge to Christianity, 
because Communism has a world 
view. Will you name any other sin- 
gle political creed in the world to- 
day that has a world view that you 
can put up against it? “here is 
only one rival, and that is the gos- 
pel of Jesus Christ. And it doesn’t 
foster hate; it doesn’t foster slav- 
ery; it doesn’t foster oppression; 
it doesn’t foster anything that 
cramps and confines the human 
individual. The gospel of Jesus 
Christ and his vision for the King- 
dom of God is based on the broth. 
erhood of man under the sovereign- 
ty of the Eternal God who alone 
can change the hearts of men and 
make them fit to live together in 
a world of peace. You say that 
Christ is the answer for ourselves; 
Christ is the answer for the world 
There’s only one personality you 
need, solidly majestic, who towers 
above this broken, war-cursed, sin- 
blasted earth, and he calls you to 
be his followers. 
idly majestic, who towers above 
this broken, war-cursed, sin-blastea 
earth, and he calls you to be his 
followers. 

There are tens of thousands o: 
American businessmen frighteneo 
to death today of Communism, ano 
there is reason why they should be 
And there are thousands of them 
who won’t lift a finger to support 
the only power in the world tha 
can defeat Communism. Armie: 
will never defeat it finally. Eco 
nomic plans, social plans; these 
will never finally defeat it. The 
one thing is the religion of Jesu: 
Christ that reaches into the heart: 
of men and changes them and ther 
produces that new world that’s fit 
for God’s children to live in. That’s 
the challenge that Christ is pre 
senting to you now. Will you dedi 
cate your life to it? 
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NORTH CAROLINA—With nearly 400 men in attnedance, North Caro- early meeting one morning. Harry Flynn, president, is left front, note- 


lina Synod had the largest group ouside Georgia. Here they are in an 


book in hand. This may symbolize that our men are on the march, 





What Do You 


Make of 


By WALLACE M. ALSTON 


“What think ye of Christ?”— 
Matthew 22:42. 

“What shall I do then with Jesus 
which is called Christ?”—Matthew 
27:22. 

In one of the last books that he 
wrote, entitled How to Think of 
Christ, Dr. William Adams Brown 
asserted that every person we 
meet is a composite of three dif- 
ferent questions: “What do you 
think of me?” “How do you feel 
about me?” and “What will you 
do with me?” We have no option 
as to whether we will come to some 
cohclusion about these matters; we 
inevitably do. In every confronta- 
tion and relationship we respond to 

other person in one way or 
another. 

It is quite clear from the New 
Testament that Jesus cared tre- 
mendously about the judgments 
and the responses of ordinary folk 
to the appeal that he made to 
their lives. More than once he 
faced his hearers with the ques- 
tion, “What think ye of Christ ?”— 
probing their minds and hearts in 
the ort to discover their reac- 
tions to him. He was concerned 
with their response to him, not 
because of any pride or conceit, 
but because he realized that their 
reaction to him affected the ac- 
complishment of his mission to 
them and through them to the 
world. 


He Can Do What He Has Done 


I. Jesus Christ must be the kind 
of person who can do what he has 





Jesus? 


done! How can an honest mind 
face him and conclude otherwise? 
Jesus has a record of nearly two 
thousand years of solid accomplish- 
ment. What has he done? Without 
money or position or the use of 
force, he inaugurated the most re- 
markable movement in history. He 
took a handful of ordinary folk and 
trained them. He imbued their 
minds with his dream of the 
Kingdom of God. He was crucified 
at thirty-three by his enemies. 
Then, through the experience that 
the church has called the resurrec- 
tion, the Risen Lord recalled a lit- 
tle group of brokenhearted men 
and women to the task that he had 
committed to them. He sent them 
out into a hostile world to turn 
it upside down. In an amazingly 
brief time his movement had con- 
quered the Roman Empire and he 
had become the dominant person- 
ality in the civilized world 
So tremendous has been his in- 
fluence in every age that the wisest 
and best men have done their ut- 
mmost to interpret him, to ex- 
plain him ,to express his signifi- 
cance and his meaning to human 
experience. The New Testament, 
the creeds, the martyrs, the poets, 
the musicians, the artists—all wit- 
ness to this effort. Moreover, Jesus 
Christ has been the inspiration of 
most of the important humani- 
tarian and social movements of the 
past two thousand years. Look be- 
hind the great reformms, the enter- 
prises for the defense of human 
rights, for the improvement of the 
status of the common man, for 
world community and for universal 
peace—and you see Jesus. 
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Again, Jesus has taught. multi- 
tudes in every age to find God, 
and the forgiveness, the love, and 
the peace that God imparts in and 
through him. So congently, simply, 
and convincingly has he taught, 
worked, and lived that we have no 
hesitancy in speaking of a “Christ- 
like- God.” Millions have come to 
the conclusion that God must be 
like Christ! ... 

Now, I submit, Jesus must be 
the kind of Person who can do 
what he has done! What is the al- 
ternative to this commonsense 
judgment? Face it with me: Jesus 
is an accident of history. The con- 
ception of the Living Christ is 
a figment of the imagination. The 
most influential factor in the past 
two thousand years has been a fic- 
tion. Progress, moral reform, so- 
cial striving, human redemption— 
have been attributed to a fluke of 
history, a lie, an empty dream, 
an idle tale. If this is true, people 
who are trying to think logically 
will probably be driven to conclude 
that the world is a madhouse, that 
progress is a delusion,.and that his- 
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More important than atomic theory 


tory has about as much logic and 
reality to it as the story of the 
“Wizard of Oz.” If you are going 
to say that Jesus could not do what 
he has done, the only conclusion 
that I can suggest is that 


“Life is a tale 

Told by an idiot, full of sound 
and fury, 

Signifying nothing.” 


He Comforts Us- Now 


IL Again, Jesus Christ must be 
the kind of Person who can come 
abreast of our contemporary life 
and confront us as a Factor to be 
reckoned with! There is no escape 
from such a conclusion for an 
honest mind, is there? 

Walter Marshall Horton of Ober- 
lin wrote a book dealing with the 
Person of Christ in which he calls 
him “Our Eternal Contemporary.” 
And that he is! Whether you like, 
him or not, whether you accept 
or reject him—here he is, a stub- 
born, undeniable Fact in the pre- 
sent-day world. ... 

The personality of this Man is 
as real and vital as it was in the 
days of his flesh. His living spirit 
is condemning the wrong in per- 
sons, institutions, systems, and na- 
tions. Millions find in him the clue 
to life’s meaning. People in every 
land call him Deliverer and Re- 
deemer. He is today the inspira- 
tion of works of mercy and deeds 





of daring on every continent. Even 
though his body was buried in Jo- 
seph’s tomb hundreds of years ago, 
he is recognized today as the most 
potent enemy of entrenched greed, 
exploitation, and Godless mater- 
ialism. More than six hundred 
and fifty million people today claim 
to believe that he and he alone has 
the power to change their lives and 
to the moral climate of the 
world. ... 


He Appeals to Human Hearts 


IlI. Then, affirm this truth about 
Christ with me—he must be the 
kind of Person who can make the 
appeal to the human heart that he 
does make! That makes sense, 
does it not? 


Jesus was regarded as the spe- 
cialist in human nature when he 
was here among men in the first 
eentury. John writes that he “re- 
quired no evidence from anyone 
about human nature; well did he 
know what was in human nature.” 
It was common knowledge then 
that he had the ability to probe 
the heart, to penetrate to the core 
of moral situations, to give imme- 
diate help to the sufferer. In his 
presence people knew that they 
were understood. They were aware 
that he saw right through them 
with eyes of insight, wisdom, good- 
ness, and love. They discovered 
that he could interpret them to 
themselves—the hidden complexes 
of fear, the rebellions, the mixed 
motives, the contradictions in their 
own natures. They acknowledged 
that he was, indeed, the Master 
of men.... 


J. Middleton Murry, the distin- 
guished British journalist, wrote in 
the preface of his book, Jesus, Man 
of Genius: “The time had come 
when it had become urgent upon 
me to make up my mind about 
Jesus.” 


It seems to me that something 
of this sort needs to be said by 
many of us whom Christ confronts 
with his offer and his claims. 


The question, “What think ye of 
Christ?” is urgent business if you 
are in earnest about the investment 
of your life. Indeed, the answer 
cannot be postponed without af- 
fecting not only you, but other 
people as well. There are ques- 
tions that are more or less aca- 
demic in nature that can be put 
off for a time at least, without 
working harm to anyone. 


What do you think about the 
atomic theory, about evolution, 
about the destination of the Gala- 
tian epistle of Paul, about the 
FEPC?—these questions are not 
unimportant, but the answers you 
give to them are not immediately 
crucial to you nor to anyone else. 


There are personal questions, on 
the other hand, sospressing that 
they will not wait. e matter of 
your reaction to Christ—your ac- 
ceptance or rejection of him, your 
response to him—belongs in the 
same category with your attitude 
toward personal purity, honesty, 
and square-dealing. The answers 
you give will in large measure 
determine your behavior, and your 
behavior both indicates and deter- 
mines your character. “What think 
ye of Christ?” To reserve judg- 
ment, to put off your verdict, 
means that you delay in giving 
yourself to him in wholehearted 
commitment. I beg. of you, make 
up your mind about Christ; then 
make up your life with him. Give 
him the priority; give him the pre- 
eminence; give him the preroga- 
tive. Give him your heart and 
your hand. ... 








The Inguiring 
Heporter Asks: 


What is the most effective 
work which laymen are doing 
in your church? Why is it ef- 
fective, or why do they take 
hold of it with special interest? 
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ROBERT E. CRAIG, Minister, 
McComb, Miss. — Fifty dollars 
monthly is given to help the needy, 
regardless of race or religion. Spe- 
cial attention is shown the aged 
and shut-ins at Christmas, 


L. W. O’BANNON, Layman, 
Buntyn Church, Memphis, Tenn.— 
Going out in pairs, calling on pro- 
spective members and friends of 
the church. Numbers are being 
brought in to the church and the 
men feel they are having a part 
and doing their duty in carrying 
out Christ’s Great Commission. 

JAMES A. LOWE, Sr., Elder, 
Trinity Church, Decatur, Ga.—The 
laymen in my church delight them- 
selves in sending the young people 
to conferences. It is effective in 
that leaders are being trained for 
Christian service. 


GEORGE D. JACKSON, Min- 
ister, Asheboro, N. C.—Our pro- 
gram of visitation evangelism last 
Fall convinced our men that the 
gospel works and that it should 
be working both here and every. 
where else, 


BASIL V. HICKS, Minister, 
Hazard, Ky.—A few laymen are 
bringing men who are not profess- 
ing Christians to the men’s Bible 
class and as a result adults are 
coming into the church on profes- 
sion of faith, 


L. W. BOTTOMS, Regional Di- 
rector of Religious Education, 
Snedecor Memorial Synod, Atlanta, 
Ga.—Our most effective activities 
among the laymen are the presby- 
tery rallies and the synod confer- 
ences. They are effective because 
our men are learning the “know 
how” of Presbyterian laymen’s 
church work. More of our men 
are taking hold of local church 
work, 


R. M. FIREBAUGH, Minster, 
Hugo, Okla.—Growing. Growing in 
interest. Growing in mental girth. 
Growing in spiritual development. 
Why? The Savior answers: Matt. 
6:21, 








What question would YOU like 
the Inquiring Reporter to ask for 
answer in the regular weekly col- 
umn in THE PRESBYTERIAN 
OUTLOOK? Who do you want to 
answer the question? Drop a card 
to THE OUTLOOK, 1 North 6th 
St., Richmond 19, Va., and tell us. 
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The World ‘Situation As It 


Confronts Christian Men 


ee! am. deeply convinced that 
the essential elements of the for- 
eign policy of the American people, 
and that is the foreign policy we in 
the State Department are com- 
pelled to follow, are a desire for 
peace, for human liberty and for 
economic well-being. 


Now, these lofty aspirations are 
shared by all faiths, all political 
parties and all sections of our 
country. ... These aspirations are 
deeply rooted in our great Chris- 
tian and democratic traditions and 
are directed toward the kind of 
life in which men and women may 
give both inward and outward ex- 
pression to their Christian faith 
and to their democratic principles. 
As moral ideas they are very sim- 
ple, but they-are of the utmost im- 
portance. As moral ideas they have 
been with us for hundreds of years, 
but we dare not tire of them. The 
words with which we describe these 
ideas sound trite several hundred 
years later, but it is because the 
ideas themselves have been woven 
deeply into our inmost consciences. 


* ¢ ¢ 


Now, we have discovered by ex- 
perience that we can not hope to 
move toward these great objectives 
by ourselves alone and that we 
must seek conditions in the rest of 
the world in which those who are 
concerned about peace, freedom 
and economic well-being may suf- 
vive and flourish, and we know 
that we must join with others of 
like mind in the world and seek 
jointly to establish the kind of 
life toward which we hope to 
move. 

“We, the peoples of the United 
Nations,” is not just an empty 
phrase. For there is surely in our 
day emerging a foreign policy of 
the peoples of the world directed 
towards peace, liberty and econom- 
ic well-being. These objectives cut 
across national frontiers and re- 
ligious faith, and they provide 
points at which men may come to- 
gether, despite differences in re- 
ligion or in political, economic or 
social philosophy. Now, note that 
this foreign policy of the peoples 
of the world is being given specific 
expression, is being codified, if you 
will, in the great international 
agreements of our day. 


..- It is a very important thing, 
I suggest, that the moral concerns 


. 
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By DEAN RUSK 


of the American people are con- 

genial with this rapidly develop- 

ing structure of international law. 
* * 


« « » These demands impose a 
discipline for which we are not 
trained, and require an effort 
which we find at times very great. 
But all these processes of settle- 
ment, of agreement, of production, 
of trade, of exchanges in the arts 
and sciences, the tens of millions of 
personal friendships being estab- 
lished across national frontiers, at- 
tract little attention and they get 
no headlines and no overall public 
impression. .. . 

* ¢ ¢ 


I would suggest that one of the 
greatest things men $f the Presby- 
terian Church - in do is to assist 
people in your community to learn 





imum standard of conduct we seek 
is simple and very modest... . 
We want from the Soviet Union 
only one thing to start with—only 
one thing—we want the mto be 
prepared to settle our disputes by 
peaceful means and we want them 
to refrain from the use of the 
threat of force against the political 
independence or territorial integ- 
rity of other states. That’s enough 
to start with. If we could get that, 
most of our other difficulties could 
be negotiated to a conclusion. . . 


eo ee 


We, as a nation, must seek to go 
far beyond that minimum standard 
of conduct which sheer survival 
imposes upon us, and we should 
strive to meet the highest ethical 
and political conduct possible, ac- 
cording to the lofty ideals and tra- 





It would not be fair or honest of 
me not to say here that the prob- 
lem of American minorities 
throughout our country looms far 
larger across our national fron- 
tiers in other lands than it looms to 
the great Anglo-American-West- 
ern European majority in - this 
country. Would you be concerned 
if I told you that a distinguished 
foreign representative on his way 
to the United Nations landed by 
air in a big American city and was 
given a folding canvas stool over 
in the corner of the hangar because 
his skin was somewhat different 
from others, while the rest of the 
passengers went into the main din- 
ing room for a meal? Would you 
as Americans like for me to con- 
fess in public that the State De- 
partment must busy itself before 
every meeting of the General As- 
sembly to be sure that our foreign 
delegations are taken care of with 
minimum standards of comfort in 
the City of New York? ... 


This is, I am convinced, the fre- 
est country. But it is not as free 
as it can be, and the torch of lib- 
erty which we hold out here is 
dimmed because we have not fully 





completed our -job. 


WORLD MISSIONS—With a clear portrayal of the church’s world mission responsibility, three members of the Nashville 












A job not fully completed 


Australia. It isn’t easy to move 
tens of millions of tons of food- 
stuffs from Canada and the United 
States across to Europe and to 
other places to feed people. It 
isn’t easy to block a cholera plague 
in Egypt, or to inoculate tens of 
millions of children against tuber- 
culosis. It isn’t easy to resolve 
these bitter differences such as 





We 


staff are ready to explain many phases of this work to convention visitors. Here are, left to right, Mrs. McCutchen, Miss 
Randall, Dr. Cumming. Next booth to the right, shows Wade H. Boggs explaining the Annuity plan. 


something about this enormous 

constructive effort that is going on 

all the time in all corners of the 

world, in order to place the head- 

lines in their proper perspective. 
* ¢ @ 


. » » We cannot blink the fact 
also that there is a great shadow 
across the world. . . The shadow 
of a force which is not only seeking 
objectives which differ basically 
with our own Christian democratic 
traditions, but which is also trying 
to frustrate us in the achievement 
of those objectives. Now, the min- 
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ditions ‘of our Christian and dem- 
ocratic faith.... 


* * 8 


I can tell you that it is a very 
impressive thing to see the way 
in which men from-all parts of the 
world turn to us for leadership in 
this matter of human liberty, and 
it is also a very disturbing thing to 
realize that even at the moment 
when they are anxious and desper- 
ate to find some leadership, there 
is a shadow in the back of their 
minds, because our own record is 
not as good as it should be.... 


 youTH 


EUPLE 





ripeet® peReR & PHENE ? 





EDUCATION—John McMullen, (left) director of youth work for the church, and Roy 
Hogrefe (right) director of children’s work, explain parts of these activities to three dele- 
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gates. 


. 





Another thing we can do is to be 
willing to take part in a prudent 
sharing of our material resources. 
. . « We can trade prudently with 
other nations. ... 


*- ¢+ @ 


Are we Americans going to be 
able to find the Americans who are 
willing to go away ‘in great num- 
bers in line with the President’s 
Point-Four program to unpleasant 
places and do unpleasant things for 
unpleasant people in order to raise 
standards of living and to put peo- 
ple on the path to becoming human 
beings ? 


Our own people must themselvés 
participate more and more direct- 
ly in the formulation of foreign 
policy and in the conduct of our for- 
eign relations. General Omar 
Bradley said not long ago, “The 
United States has matured to a 
position of world leadership.” 

We must guide our course by 
the distant stars and not by the 
lights of each passing ship. The 
people must point the way to those 
distant stars. ... 


_ a oe 


The most powerful resource this 
country has is the explosive char- 
acter of the initiative of free men 
to get things done if given a 
chance. ... 

*2¢e 


We have never yet been able in 
our human way to find the miracle 
that can help other people who 
won’t help themselves. Neverthe- 
less, we should understand the na- 
ture of the job which faces us. We 
are trying to build. . .. We are 
trying to do a constructive job. ... 
It isn’t easy to move a displaced 
person from Central Europe to 





have divided Jew and Arab and 
Pakistoni and Indian and Duteh 
and Indonesian. .. . 
* . 
It is easy to encourage preje- 
dice and passion and lack of com 
fidence. 


Therefore, we should not be um 
der any disillusionment. We have, 
by all odds, in human terms the 
most difficult side of the struggle 
and we are going to have to spend 
a good deal of_time in picking 
ourselves up out of the dust and 
trying all over again. We have one 
hope and that is that the imbalanee 
in the physical sense can be re- 
dressed by an inbalance in the spir- 
itual and moral sense. ...1 am 
convinced that it can be done and 
I am convinced that in the long 
run there is a reasonable chanee 
that we shall be able to persuade 
those people on the other side of 
the Curtain that their own self- 
interest will compel them to jom 
the rest of the world in these com- 
mon objectives, 


In any event I am sure that # 
we Americans can mobilize the i=- 
tegrity, the courage, and the faith 
of which we are capable, that we 
shall find that men of all coloss 
and creeds from all parts of the 
earth will join us with confidence 
and courage. 
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The Christian's World Task: 


By WALTER H. JUDD © 


- +. Seldom if ever in the world’s 
history has there been a period of 
man’s life that was characterized 
by greater dismay and perplexity 
and confusion than that in which 
we live. Here we are, just four 
years after the end of a great war, 
which smashed two attempts to 
impose military dictatorship on the 
world and the war ended with our 
being in a mood of confidence; 
ever. gaiety, rejoicing at this great 
victory. 

But that moment has passed in 
the last four years and the predom- 
inant mood in our country today is 
one of frustration and fear; with 
somehow or other a deep resent- 
ment; Why hasn’t this worked out 
the way we wanted it to? Some- 
body cheated us out of something. 

And we lash out blindly at every- 
body but ourselves. 

Look at our domestic situation. 
For 700 years our forefathers 
worked, struggled, fought and 
sacrificed. For what? To get out 
from under control of all-powerful 
gevernment, To get a right wrest- 
ed from the hand of this dictator, 
and another privilege wrested from 
the hands of that despot. The 
struggle for freedom was the 
struggle to get a chance to solve 
problems for ourselves. 

o * a. 
The Nature of Man 

The basic struggle isn’t just a 
struggle between the Soviet Union 
and the United States, as so glibly 
said; or a struggle between East 
and West; or a struggle between 
capitalism and Communism, as to 
economic systems. It’s a struggle 
between two totally different con- 
cepts as to the nature of man. And 
that means two totally different 
concepts as to the nature of God, 
if there is a God. That means two 
totally different concepts as to the 
nature of the Universe itself. One 
believes that man is merely the 
smartest of the animals. He’s an 
animal with a mind—period. And 
if you take care of his economic 
needs, his: intellectural needs, his 
physical needs, he’ll be satisfied. 

The others of us believe that 


_ there is a God and that man is a 


son of God, and therefore a part 
of God, and therefore in his nature 
there is that which is like nature 
of God and he’s man with a mind 
—yes—but with an eternal soul, 
and he can have all of his economic 
needs settled—and I take second 
place to no man in the world in 
my concern for satisfying the 
physical and intellectual needs of 
man—but to stop there, or to even 
put them first, is to ignore the 
fact that it’s out of the heart that 
eome the issues of life for a human 
being—sons of God—and the heart 
ia the business of religion. 
* *¢ 

Changed and Charged to Change 

What’s the diagram that repre- 
sents the nature of the church? 


Ordinarily we think of it as a lit- 


Ue circle, with arrows pointing in. 
The church is just to go out and 
get you men in and your wives and 
thildren. Bring them inte the 
church. No. That’s not the correct 
diagram. The diagram, from the 
beginning, in all the ages when the 
church was vital in the world, was 
a little circle with little arrows 
soming in and big arrows going 
sat. That’s the point. Bring them 
im, but only that they may be 
shanged and charged and sent back 
out into society to change it. This 
is the business of the church. And 
we're in a world conflict and it re- 
quires that the business be carried 
om on a world scale. . 
How can the church do it? Let’s 
be. practical. It’s no use saying 
Christ is the answer as such. You 
should say: How? All right. A 
missionary goes out with two 
things; that’s all. One is a Book. 
It says that when you do certain 
things, you get certain results. 
When you do certain other things, 
you get certain other results. How? 
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... And then if yow don’t get the 
results, you don’t throw: the lab. 
manual out the window anyway: 
See, the book’s no good. 

This is what we usually do with 
the Bible. Where it says: Come 
unto me all ye that labor and are 
heavy laden and I will give you 
rest. That applies to us. We're 
tired and we sit down and rest. 

And then when we turn over and 
it says: Go into another world and 
preach the doctrine to every crea- 
ture; that must be a typographical 
error. That doesn’t mean me, Out 
the window. 

Or where it says, the way to get 
is to give. That’s ridiculous, isn’t 
it? Must certainly have misspelled 
something there. 

Or where it says: He is greatest, 
not who wields the greatest power, 
but who serves most. That doesn’t 
make sense, does it? So hé doesn’t 
try. ¥ 

Or where it says: Straight is the 
gate, and narrow the way, that 
leadeth unto life. Walk the broad, 
easy way if you wish, but make no 
mistake; it’s never yet led to any 
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place but self-destruction, and that 
doesn’t look reasonable. We won’t 
follow those instructions in the 
laboratory. 

Where it says, the hardest one of 
all: He would save his life through 
the scheme and plan to organize, 
will lose it. But he who goes out 
in a magnificent gesture, if you 
will, yielding himself totally to a 
great cause; losing himself in it, 
one day, to his astonishment, he’ll 
discover he found himself, there 
in the Book. 

And the other thing a missionary 
has is a person who recommends it; 
who says: I tried it. It works. You 
try it, and you'll find that not only 
is it true, what it says about the 
past, but the man whose life and 
teachings and work and death and 
resurrection are recorded in that 
Book, still lives, and will do for 
you today exactly what he did for 
the people with whom he walked 
by he shores of Galilee. A man 
and a book. That’s the Christian 
missionary type. That’s the world 
path of the Christian, whether it’s 
in Atlanta or the interior of China, 
in disquise, under Communism, 
underground.” ... .That’s the path. 

* *¢ * 

Gentlemen, if you will look at it 
I think you'll find that we can’t 
solve our basic problems here at 
home, our corporate problems, 
without carrying on this world mis- 
sion of the Christian faith. 

The only way we can get peace 
for ourselves is by going abroad to 
the farthest end of the earth, 

* . * 

Race Solution Is Not Back 

You speak of the race problem. 
{t takes two to make a settlement 
of that; not one; don’t make any 
mistake about it. I am not here 
a. a Northerner, trying to tell 
you how to run your affairs, be- 
cause I don’t know the answer. But 
I know the answer is not back; it’s 
ahead. And I know, above all things 
else, it’s got to be based on some 
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LINES OF MEN—From one end of the church to the other men filed into the registration 


line to claim their identification badges and room reservations. As this picture was taken 
the convention program was just getting underway, with hundreds yet to register. Efficient 
Atlanta committees, working for months, had arranged for every detail—rooms, com- 
mittee meetings, distinguished guests, meals, publicity and all the rest. Nothing seemed 
: to be omitted by these gracious people. 


kind of justice; and I don’t know 
the answer. But I know this: I 
know the answer isn’t. The col- 
ored peoples are a minority in this 
country; but they are a majority 
in the world; and if the white man 
decides upon prejudices as the way, 
he walks to his doom, because the 
colored peoples in the world out- 
number him two to one and they 
can out-work and under-eat him 
any day in the week and they’ll 
out-breed him. You can’t solve that 
problem by yourselves alone, gen- 
tlemen. Yon’ve got to have the 
help and the assistance and the un- 
derstanding and the friendly work- 
ing together of those spirits on 
all sides of every race problem 
who see that there isn’t any solu- 
tion for them or us except by get- 
ting together in common agree- 
ment on the fact that we’re first of 
all sons of God. We have our dif- 
ferences but the great common de- 
nominator is stronger than all 
those differences and must take 
precedence or there’s nothing ahead 
except disaster for ourselves, Let’s 
not kid ourselves on that. You can’t 
solve it by yourselves alone. (Ap- 
plause) 
a Fe 
Look to Asiatics 

I don’t see any hope for this 
world except that people discover 
or rediscover the essential truths 
of the Christian religion and set 
out here—and under the leadership 
of Christ—to apply those princi- 
ples. Now, are we the ones that 
are likely to lead in that redis- 
covery? I doubt it. And I don’t 
think we should be too self-con- 
demnatory.. Religion hasn’t been 
the genius of western people. It’s 
been the genius of Asiatic people. 
Every great religion in the world 
came out of Asia. Do you think 
that’s an accident? No. 

We in the West have been, as 
someone has put it, inoculated for 
so long a time with a mild form of 
Christianity, we’ve become practic- 
ally immune to the real thing. I 
doubt that it’s possible for our 
hard-headed, practical, Anglo-Sax- 
on minds even to grasp the real 
deep truths of this great faith that 
Asiatics on the whole see better 
than we do. And I doubt even more 
that if we saw those truths, we 
would be willing to break our 
shackles and set out in earnest to 
live them. We're not trained to 
measure people by what they gave 
up. 


* > 


stand this Textbook until theAsi- 
atics bring their keen, mystical in- 
sight to the teachings of Jesus. We 
will never even glimpse the great- 
ness of our own faith until the 
Germans bring their practical or- 
ganizing; and the Indians _ bring 
their lofty mysticisms, their con- 
centration on the unseen rather 
than the seen, the Jews bring their 
great strength of the theism of 
God and law; the Russians bring 
their great earthiness and their 
great devotion to nature and the 
soil; and the Chinese bring their 
great humanism and ability to get 
along with other human beings, 
sometimes at the sacrifices of prin- 
ciple, we would call it; and the 
Japanese bring their unbelievable 
discipline for the things that they 
have committed themselves to; and 
the Africans bring their unexplain- 
able capacity to sing: “Nobody 
knows the trouble I’ve seen. Glory! 
Hallelulia”—Because of the trou- 
ble I’ve seen; and the Latins bring 
their romance; and the Anglo-Sax- 
ons bring their hard-headed prac- 
ticality. Not until all of these have 
been given a chance, and bring 
them together, can we begin to 
understand the measure of the 
stature of the fullness of Christ. 
(Applause.) 
* * a 


Take the Gospel 


I sometimes regret that we call 
this benevolence in the church the 





world task; benevolence. Is it the 
benevolence — something to take 
eare of after everything else is tak- 
en care of—philanthropy. ...A 
minister set apart to interpret God 
to men. To know—find, if possi- 
ble, the will of God, and inspire 
them to go back into society. It’s 
not the preacher’s job to bring it 
to you and me, It’s our job, the 
layman’s, to take the gospel to 
the world. (Applause.) Business, 
education, politics, medicine, what- 
ever it may be. 

Are we going to do what we’ve 
been commanded to do? That’s the 
ultimate question. We cannot hope 
to out-last or out-sacrifice or out- 
work or out-think the Communists 
unless we have a discipline to this 
faith; rational, sensible, valid, cre- 
ative; revealing faith in Chirst, as 
great a discipline as they have 
through their human men and their 
philosophy based on lies. 


So we must go ahead humble, be- 
cause we know that we walk in the 
footsteps of great guidance. Peni- 
tent, because we know that the 
country from which we come is in 
so many ways in as desperate need 
of spiritual renewal as are. the 
countries to which we go. Yet with 
unswerving devotion and confi- 
dence. Because we know that we 
are not working in our own 
strength. Jesus said: Ye shall re- 
ceive power. ... 











* 
My friends, we will never under- 
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TOP BRASS—Some of the leaders in planning for the convention are shown above (left to right): Charles R. Bradford, 
Descatur, Ga., vice-president of the Assembly’s Men’s Council; Roy Klein, Dallas, Texas, immediate past president; Everett 
L. Repass, Roanoke, Va., convention chairman; Jap Patterson, Richmond, secretary of the Men’s Division; Cameron 
Deans, associate. All together they are saying, “Ice Cream!” No particular significance is to be attached to the fact 
that Deans insisted on saying “Cheese” instead. 





Forward With Faith 


This chaotic condition of today 
with all its challenges to our cul- 
ture finds Protestantism weak, tim- 
id and divided. It is weak because 
we laymen have been willing to 
pay only a very small price for our 
religion. Men are taking a new 
interest in religion today because 
they realize that unless we pay a 
higher price we may lose our very 
freedom. Throughout the North 
hundreds of new local chapters of 
our National Council of Presbyte- 
rian men are being formed with 
eagerness and enthusiasm: Never 
have I seen anything like the wave 
of new interest that is sweeping 
through the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S.A., and especially among its 
men. They are taking a new in- 
terest because they sense the dan- 
ger and because they realize that 
in the face of danger we must close 
our ranks, forget our differences 
and join in the building of a great 
spiritual fortress that will be strong 
enough and democratic enough to 
command the allegiance of mankind 
and make it dangerous for any 
groups of men in any way to in- 
terfere with human freedom. That 
spiritual fortress is the Church of 
Jesus Christ. 


We Presbyterian men in the 
North are beginning to realize as 
we never realized before the dif- 

‘ference between church member- 
ship and discipleship. We are com- 
ing to realize how easy it is for a 
church member to “get by.” The 
average church member finds it 
possible to “get by” with irregular 
church attendance and with a mod- 
est contribution either on the col- 
lection plate or in the form of a 
pledge. ~ 

Discipleship, on the other hand, 
demands a deep commitment to a 
great cause, a commitment so deep 
and so complete that we are will- 
ing to pay with our lives if neces- 
sary. 


Like Spectators 


Dr. Trueblood, one of our great 
Protestant writers, says that the 
real trouble is that too many of us 
have had the attitude of specta- 
tors, much like the spectators at 
a football game. . . 


In the average church the mem- 
ber sits in the pew and enjoys the 
sermon and the music, feeling quite 
free to criticize both, as he often 
does. But he does not have, to 
the extent that he should have, 
the quarterback’s feeling of re- 
sponsibility for the success of the 
church service. He has paid his 


DECEMBER 12, 1949 


By WILBUR LA ROE, JR. 


admission fee by putting money on 
the collection plate or by giving a 
little pledge, and, having thus paid, 
he feels that he should be enter- 
tained. 


That, is, as Dr. Trueblood sug- 
gests, a fatally bad attitude. The 
disciple, as distinguished from the 
church member, has a feeling of 
deep concern for the success of the 
cause to which he is committed. He 
is nervous and worried if, anything 
goes wrong with the church services 
or if the attendance is poor, because 
he is responsible for the result. 
He cannot stay home; he cannot 
let any little thing prevent him 
from attending church because he 
feels that the church may be hurt 
by his absence. And he gives until 
it hurts, both in money and in serv- 
ice, because he is a disciple and not 
a spectator. 


Lack a Thousand Generals 


The average layman does not, 
I fear, feel responsible for seeing 
to it that our pulpits are adequate- 
ly manned. It gives me an ill feel- 
ing to see the pitiful shortage of 
ministers eoupled with the large 
number of cases where a church has 
the wrong minister. In the north- 
ern church we have a shortage of 
about a thousand ministers, and we 
have many, Many cases where the 
minister has outlived his usefulness 
in the particular church, but there 
is no effective machinery for bring- 
ing about a transfer. I can cite 
case after case where a church is 
being hurt today by having the 
wrong minister. This condition, 
coupled with the serious shortage 
of ministers makes me think of a 
great army that is short a thou- 
sand generals and with many gen- 
erals misplaced. This problem must 
be tackled with the vigor which 
business men use in dealing with 
a hard business problem. I cannot 
imagine a great corporation with 
a shortage of a thousand leaders 
and with hundreds of its executives 
misplaced. Men, we owe it to Christ 
and to the church to see to it that 
this condition does not continue. 


I am personally proud of the 
quality of the Presbyterian church. 
It has been my privilege to talk 
with literally hundreds of ministers 
and to examine their work, and I 
want to say that I am thrilled by 
the fine quality of our Presbyterian 
ministers. The quality of our lay- 
men and laywomen is also worth 
noting. Everywhere I went across 
the country, both in the North and 





in the South, I found that Pres- 


byterian men and women are occu- 
pying positions of leadership in 
nearly all communities. It is as- 
tounding how often we find in the 
typical community that the presi- 
dent of the Kiwanis Club is a Pres- 
byterian, the president of the Par- 
ent-Teachers Association is a Pres- 
byterian, the leaders in civic and 
social work are Presbyterians, and 
so on .Our church is not large in 
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numbers but it is large in the im- 
pact which it makes on the local 
community. 


Weakened by Division 


Our church also has its weak- 
ness, not the least of which is divi- 
sion. It is nothing less than a sin 
that we have the Presbyterian 
church divided between north and 
south. It has been my privilege 
to address many church audiences 
in the South as well as in the North 
and I find when I mingle amongst 
Southern Presbyterians that they 
are all exactly the same type as 
Northern Presbyterians. And, so 
far as articles of faith are con- 
cerned, I doubt very much whether 
there are greater differences of 
faith between Northern Presbyte- 
rians and Southern Presbyterians 
than there-are between the South- 
ern Presbyterians themselves or 
between the Northern Presbyter- 
ians. 


We must remember that we have 
a democratic church and that de- 
mocracy necessarily implies a cer- 
tain amount of freedom of thought 
and belief. I do not suppose that 





any of us here tonight have exact- 





ly the same conception of God. I 
have long felt that there are only 
three great things in religion which 
we must insist upon, namely, the 
fatherhood of a God of infinite love; 
the saving power of Jesus Christ, 
his Son and our Lord; and the guid- 
ance of the Holy Spirit. 


1 personally refuse to accept 
anything else as crucially impor- 
tant, and I wish that all of the de- 
nominations might get together on 
that platform, considering every- 
thing else, such as the form of 
baptism, as being relatively unim- 
portant. I believe that it is pos- 
sible for two people to get into 
Heaven even if one of them says 
“forgive us our debts as we forgive 
our debtors” and the other says 
“forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against 
us.” And I feel quite sure that 
God does not care which way we 
say it. . 


I never mention church union in 
the South without having the Ne- 
gro questioned raised. I have my 
own views on that subject. I feel 
that harm is being done by a north- 
ern tendency to dictate on this is- 
sue. This northern dictation is not 
altogether free from hypocrisy be- 
cause my good brethren in the 
North whe are most ready to crit- 
icize segregation in the South 
practice it in their own churches, 
in their own homes, in their own 
clubs, and in restaurants. The so- 
cial problem is not the same in the 
two sections. 

I believe that race prejudice is 
recognized as un-Christian in the 
South just as truly as it ig in the 





North, and I see many, many sign: 
that Southern church people ar 
bringing their own Christian in 
sight to bear helpfully on this prob 
lem. I am not at all sure tha: 
Christian insights in the North ar: 
clearer than those in the South an. 
there may be less hypocrisy in th. 
South. 


Here is one of the world’s great- 
est issues, my.friends, and we must 
solve it as Christians. We can’! 
dodge it. We must solve it before 
it’s too late because race preju- 
dice is the No. 1 handicap to world 
brotherhood. 


But the answer doesn’t lie in dic- 
tation, especially when the dicta- 
tion has in it a goodly quantity of 
hypocrisy. I pray you in the name 
of Christ to see, as God gives you 
the wisdom to see, the extreme 
cruelty of race prejudice. ... 


Speaking very seriously, I fee: 
that one reason for the difference 
between us is our lack of consecra 
tion. We are too far from the cross 
both north and south of the Ma 
son & Dixon Line. It is easy for 
Christians to be divided when they 
are a thousand miles away from 
the cross, but as they get closer tc 
the cross they get closer to each 
other. I say without hesitation that 
if you and I loved Christ enough it 
would be simply impossible for any- 
thing to divide us. I am looking for- 
ward hopefully to the day when we 
shall all be so close to the cross 
that we cannot be far from each 
other. 


Lack Concern for Missions 


Speaking as | am to a group oj 
men I cannot refrain from saying 
that one of the great weaknesses 
in the church is due to the lack of 
interest which men show in mis- 
sions. The extent to which we 
have left that very important field 
to the women is nothing less than 
disgraceful. I fear that we men 
have been thinking of missions, in 
part, as charity. We often think of 
missions as involving the sending 
of a box of second-hand clothing to 
Siam or ministering in some other 
way to the wants of needy people. 


But as I view the cause of mis- 
sions it is a tremendously impor- 
tant propaganda enterprise on a 
very high plane and an enterprise 
of tremendous importance if we are 
to meet and overcome the propagan- 
da of those who are aiming to de- 
stroy religion, human freedom and 
the dignity of man. When Pau) 
went out on a missionary journey 
he was first and foremost a propa- 
ganda agent for the cause of Jesus 
Christ. It seemed almost hopeless 
at that time to expect that the 
Christian propaganda of a little 
band of earnest disciples could 
overcome the military and othe 
propaganda of the Roman Empire 
but yet where is the Roman Em 





pire today? 








CONVENTION LEADERS—With Eddowes leading a song 








service, church leaders await their turn for introductions or 

talks. In the immediate foreground is Mayor Hartsfield of 

Atlanta who captivated the convention with his appropriate 

remarks. To his right is W. E. Price, lay-moderator of the 

General Assembly this year, and beyond him is Jap Patter- 
son, head of men’s work for the church. 
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Propaganda of a right kind seeks 
to educate people to the truth, and 
the world needs today more than 
anything else to have the truth of 
the Christian gospel reach millions 
of hearts across the world. We 
men have got to do our share to- 
ward Christian missionary propa- 
ganda and we must stop thinking 
about missions as merely a senti- 
mental sort of charity. 


Cheapness in the Church 


Another weakness in the church 
which is common to both North and 
South is the matter of cheapness 
in the church. This has terribly 
weakened the church and we men 
are mainly responsible for it be- 
cause we are the money earners. 
In nearly every city that | visited, 
both North and South, I found un- 
painted buildings, dingy church and 
Sunday school rooms, worn hymn- 
books, unkept lawns, and pitifully 
inadequate salaries. 

Both your church and ours are 
suffering from the lack of effi- 
cient executive direction. This is 
hurting the church badly. No cor- 
poration can be very successful 
without a president. We do not 
even have a vice-president. For 
historical reasons we Presbyterians 
are afraid of executive authority. 
We are even afraid of bishops. 

I cannot criticize this fear in a day 
when so many nations are suffering 
from totalitarianism, including 
fascism, but it does seem to me 
that we could provide within the 
framework of Presbyterian democ- 
racy a greater degree of executive 
direction. There is nothing essen- 
tially undemocratic about an elect- 
ed president. Our moderator is not 
an executive—his power is pretty 
much limited to presiding and mak- 
ing speeches, and the position is 
largely honorary. 

I happen to be a corporation law- 
yer, and I am constantly studying 
the setup of corporations. I know 
how much of the success of a cor- 
poration depends on able executive 
leadership. It gives me a very sick 
feeling to compare “he executive ef- 
ficiency of most corporations with 
the almost complete lack of execu- 
tive direction in the Presbyterian 
Church. It is costing us hundreds 
of thousands of dollars. We are a 
big and important enterprise with 
a tremendous program to be car- 
ried out and with many loose ends 
to be tied together, and the job 
cannot be done without strong and 
intelligent executive leadership. . . 

I need not argue to you that 
those conditions prove that some- 
body does not love the cause of 
Christ enough. Where there is 
cheapness in the church it means 
that we have not become deeply 
enough committed to the Cause to 
be real disciples. 


Relationship to Christ 


I close with what I consider the 
most important point of all, the 
personal relationship of a man to 
his God and to Christ. I cannot 
help feeling that we have failed 
to live up to our status as children 
of a God of infinite power and infi- 
nite love. We call God our Father, 
but we do not really think of our- 
selves as-children who have direct 
and immediate access to an infinite 
God. We live pretty much as ordi- 
nary humans, often worried, some- 
times sinning, often with a defeat- 
ed attitude and with complete loss 
of faith. If we lived up to our 
status as children of an infinite 
God we would necessarily be strong, 
confident and heroic. 

The trouble with the world today 
is that we have too many men with 
little souls; men with souls so small 
that they will sell liquor for the 
profit from it regardless of the aw- 
ful harm that it does; men with 
souls so small that they will judge 
a brother by the color of his skin 
instead of by the quality of his 
soul; men with souls so small that 
they will destroy the freedom of 
men for his own advantage. . . 

I say to you with the deepest 
earnestness we must go forward 
from here with a great faith. .. 











Dr. LaRoe Reports to His “Northern” Brethren 
A New Spirit Sweeping Our Laymen 
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gathering of Presbyterian lay- 

men in the history of America. 
More than 4,000 Presbyterian men 
of the U. S. Church were in at- 
tendance. The number was more 
than four times as large as_ the 
number of commissioners to our 
General Assembly. I am speaking 
of the Presbyterian Men’s Conven- 
tion at Atlanta, Nov. 4-6. 


T MUST have been the largest 


More impressive than the num- 
bers was the earnestness of the 
men and their deep consecration. 
One could feel the presence of God 
in the very atmosphere. Our lay- 
men sense today what our beloved 
and hardworking moderator, Dr. 
Barbour, calls “a stirring in the 
tops of the mulberry trees.” Pres- 
byterian laymen are on the move. 


Auditorium Banners 


The sessions were held in Atlan- 
ta Municipal Auditorium. Never 
have I seen a huge auditorium 
more impressively decorated. There 
were huge banners and signs car- 
rying appealing messages from 
every department of the church. 
Above the platform in white letters 
six feet high was the convention 
motto: PRESBYTERIAN MEN 
SERVING CHRIST AND THE 
CHURCH. Other banners spoke 
for foreign and home missions, 
women’s work, Christian education, 
etc. There was abundant evidence 
of careful planning. The printed 
programs were most attractive. 
The schedule ran like clock-work. 
Every delegate seemed to know 
just where to go and what to do. 
Everything “clicked.” The Presby- 
terian Outlook published daily is- 
sues during the convention. .. . 


Governor Youngdahl, who has 
made an admirable public state- 
ment against liquor, made an elo- 
quent plea against half-hearted 
luyalty to Christ and the church 
and “against dues-paying church 
members.” Dr. John Sutherland 
Bonnell had a stirring evangelistic 
- essage which made all of us 
want to rush out and win someone 
S + Christ. Dr. Walter Judd gave 
one of his inspiring addresses on 
the church’s world task. 


It was my privilege to give a 
talk in which I made a plea for 
union and in which | urged the 
men to recognize the difference be- 
tween church membership ane dis- 
cipleship. Incidentally, I told this 
Southern group that the ending of 
race prejudice is not a Southern 
problem. Finding that th. South- 
erners resent dictation from the 
North on the racial issue, I told 
the men that segregation is almost 
as universal in the North as: it is 
in the South and that instead of 
dictation there should be an at- 
tempt to bring our united Chris- 
tian insights to bear on the issue. 
I also told them that one reason for 
our present lack of union is that 
cll of us are too far from the 
Cross, and that if we will get close 
enough to the Cross we shall find 
ourselves closer to each other. 


Great Opportunity 


How I wish that our Presbyte- 
rian U.S.A. ministers could have 
looked in on that group of laymen! 
They would have sensed a new hun- 
ger on the part.of laymen for 
Christ, a new desire on the part 
of layment to be helpful to the 
ministers and to the church. Our 
ministers are, in my opinion, mak- 
ing a grave mistake if they do not 
make capital out of the new spirit 
that is sweeping through our lay- 
men. For what is happening south 
of Mason and Dixon’s line is hap- 





pening north thereof, where ap- 


proximately 800 new chapters of || 


the National Council of Presbyteri- 
an Men have recently been organ- 
ized. We now have 3,177 leading 
laymen on our mailing list in New 
York. 


The men are becoming aware of 
the ineffectiveness of their disci- 
pleship. They were impressed in 
Atlanta when an inspired Southern 
clergyman, Dr. William ». Elliott, 
of Dallas, told them that “we have 
been so long inoculated with a 
weak form of Christianity that we 
are almost immune to the real 
thing.” And they were not slow 
to catch the meaning of Dr. Judd’s 
sharp challenge for a more effec- 
tive type of evangelism—‘“for un- 
less a man feels in his own heart 
something so strong that he wants 
to pass it on to others, his religion 
is not very real to him.”—From 
MONDAY MORNING, a weekly 
publication which is sent to all 
ministers in the Presbyterian 
Church, USA. 





The Inquiring 
Reporter Asks: 


What do you think is the big- 
gest opportunity which now 
challenges our church? 














N. B. ETHERIDGE, Layman, La- 
fayette church, Norfolk, Va.—The 
biggest opportunity which now 
challenges our church is the need 
of turning aside and underwriting 





our Home Mission needs on the 
presbytery level. 


WALTER L. LINGLE, President 
emeritus, Davidson College — The 


| Assembly’s new Board of Church 


Extension, with its several depart- 
ments, faces the largest opportu- 
nity for service in our church. For 
the realization of its possibilities 
there will be need for a large de- 
gree of constructive leadership and 
statesmanship. 


ROY HOGREFE, Director, Chil- 
dren’s Division of the Board of Ed- 
ucation, Richmond, Va. — Since 
there are more than 11,000,000 
children in the area served by our 
church, I believe the greatest sin- 
gle mission before us is that of 
drawing into our churches, from 
non-church families,. all children. 
and their parents. 


KARL G. HUDSON, Layman, 
First church, Raleigh, N. C.—The 
backing of an aggressive program 
being inaugurated by the Board of 
Church Extension. 


W. E. PRICE, Moderator of the 
General Assembly, Charlotte, N. C. 
—The biggest challenge to the 
Presbyterian Church, US, 
reach the unreached people sur- 
rounding the doors of every local 
church. 








POPULAR FEATURE—In the booth of THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK convention 

delegates had an opportunity to see how many ministers of their church they could identify. 

They got daily awards for their skill. Here Miss Muriel Gear, pretty daughter of the Felix 

Gears of Columbia Seminary, offers a contest blank to one of the delegates. Dr. J. E. 
Holmes, Memphis, is in the center foreground. 





Laymen, Ministers 
Try to Identify 
Pictures in Exhibit 


One feature of the exhibits was 
the identification contest at THE 
OUTLOOK booth. Here were pho- 
tographs of 235 ministers (pictures 
of all ministers in the church had 
been requested). Delegates with 
higher scores were accorded rank: 
25 correct, Ineredible; 50, Stupen- 
dous; 75, Colossal; 100, Super-Co- 





lossal. They came out as follows: 


LAYMEN 

Incredible: First Day—J., A. Kellenberg- 
er, Greensboro, N. C.; J. B. Kuykendall, 
Jr., Charlotte, N. C.; T. J. Pressly, Knox- 
ville, Tenn. Second Day—Bernard Black- 
well, Atlanta; B. A. Hubbard, Norfolk, 
Va.; R. E. Moore, Sweetwater, Tenn. Third 
Day—Howard B. Arbuckle, Charlotte, N. 


MINISTERS 


Super-Celessal: H. G. Goodykoonts, Lou- 
isville; J. C. B. McLaughlin, Keyser, W. 
Va.; R. F. Sloop, Starkville, Miss.; 3S. M. 
Houck, Loray, N. C.; K. J. Foreman, 
Louisville, Ky. Colossal: N. L. Dennis, 
Richmond, Va.; C. G. Gunn, Fulton, Mo.; 
S. A. Cartledge, Decatur, Ga.; R. E. Me 
Clure, Asheville, N. C.; T. H. Patterson, 
Greensboro, N. C.; W. C. Sistar, Atlanta. 
Stependous: C. F. Monk, Savannah, Ge.; 





C.; T. Marshall Gordon, Richmond, Va.; 
Clinton Beker, Atlanta. Fourth Repert— 
Dr. Samuel Y. Brown, Joe Gilmore, Jr., 
Sam Davidson, all of Atlanta. 


WOMEN VISITORS 
Stupendeus: Marietta H. Yarnell, Mon- 
treat: Ineredible: Mrs. R. A. Duvall, Jr., 
Birmingham; Nellie Jane Gaertner, Mrs. 
Vaa P. Enloe, Atlanta. 


Lee Willingham, John Brady, Columbis 
Seminary; Jack Powell, Madison, Fia.; T. 
©. Bird, Dellrose, Tenn. ; R. M. Hart, Chil- 
dersburg, Ala.; Paul Thrower, Hazelwood, 
N. C. Ineredible, W. KB. Leland, Woodbury, 
Tenn.;: W. J. Gipson, Jackson, Miss. ; H. E. 
Russell; Montgomery, Ala.: Frank Witkia- 





son, Columbia Seminary. 
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Under the 


Many are asking the question, 
“Has Christ any place in this mod- 
ern hour?” There are those who 
are saying frankly, “None whatso- 
ever.”.... . Many are blusteringly 
hostile to him. They say, “Don’t 
take Christ too seriously. Away 
with him!” and, joining the cries of 
long years ago, they would say 
“Crucify him, we have no place for 
him in our thinking and our lives 


today.... 


Ruskin said on one oceasion, “I 
am not surprised at what men suf- 
fer. I am surprised at what men 
miss.” 


As I look into the faces of the 
greatest gathering of men that has 
ever been held under the banner of 
the Presbyterian Church, I ask 
you, have you missed Jesus Christ 
in all your. getting, in all your at- 
tainments? Have you missed the 
best, and if you have missed Jesus 
Christ you have missed the best 
that has ever been given to men... 


* ¢ # 


Sometimes people say, “It does 
not make any difference what we 
believe; it is how we live that 
counts,” Don’t believe it. How you 
live depends on what you believe 
and if you are not right in your 
thinking toward God and Christ 
your living will not be right either. 


« « » Love is the final philosophy 
of life. Love to God and love to our 
fellow-men, Beyond love truth can- 
not go, and above love life cannot 





Banner of 
By JAMES L. FOWLE 


rise, and out of love all is hell here 
and all is hell hereafter. 
7. . oa 

Christ stands offering to the 
world love—love to God, love to 
our fellow-men. Not force, not 
hatred, not malice, but love, love 
that expresses itself in sacrificial 
service. . . . Brotherhood in Christ 
is the brotherhood we seek that all 
men everywhere may be one in 
him. Now, if this would come into 
our industrial world, this love that 
I am speaking about, if it would 
come into the domestic scene, how 








James L. Fowle 
“Have you missed the best?” 


many less divorces we would have, 
how much more peace would be 
ours in the industrial world that 
is so turbulent today. 

Christ Jesus is the answer to 
those who seek the vision of world 
peace. Not in armies or navies will 





the Cross 


our security ultimately be found, 
for armies and navies are the in- 
struments of war and not its mo- 
tivation. The motivation of war is 
hate and greed and malice and fear. 
Christ Jesus takes out of human 
hearts the motivation that pro- 
duces a war and thrives on hostili- 
ty and Christ Jesus can take out 
of the heart of the world the de- 
sire for war and bloodshed and give 
us peace. ... 


* * 


. . - Now, he calls upon us today 
as witnesses, and when the Pro- 
gram of Progress put out that slo- 
gan, “Christ the Only Answer,” it 
was depending upon you laymen 
to be the witnesses of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ that should 
storm the citadel of injustice and 
iniquity and plant in triumph his 
banners there... . 


* o * 


There is a greater crusade today 
than those of old. It is the crusade 
of evangelism, it is the crusade of 
winning souls for Jesus Christ, it 
is the crusade of bringing countless 
millions of our Southland and of 
our nation and of the world to an 
acknowledgment of him as Lord 
and Savior, and that is the crusade 
upon which we are enlisting today, 
and that is the determined purpose 
that back of this convention has al- 
ways been abiding, that of a 
mighty army of the living God that 
should go out to win for him all 
citadels of unrighteousness and 
should plant Jesus Christ in the 
throneroom of every heart, and it 
is to that crusade that I would en- 
list you, it is with that challenge 
that I would leave you... 





Care for Physical Sufferin, 
Challenges the Church 


By VERNON S. BROYLES 


THE PRIMARY JOB facing the church today is that of ministering 
to those in Europe and Asia who not only require food and clothing 
for physical needs but the need of the message of God’s love to 
bolster a failing spiritual strength. The US Presbyterian Church’s 
Department of Overseas Relief, now a part of the Board of World 
Missions, undertakes to do a large part of this work through Church 
World Service. 


Food and clothing, given through Christ, are necessary and tangible 
means of showing brotherly, Christ-like love; further than this we must 
help these people to regain their dignity and their incentive to carry 
on God’s work in ther ewn lands. For this they need churches where 
men and women may worship, homes for the orphans and aged, hos- 
pitals for the crippled and sick, and schools to train ministers and 
laymen. 


IT IS OBVIOUS that Christian workers in Europe and Asia do not 
have enough local] resources to accomplish the task. Only our generous 
assistance, provided in Christ’s name, can keep them going. To 
maintain a strong ministry overseas clergymen and laymen must be 
undergirded by a reasonable sense that Americans will secure them 
in God’s work. Some communities are so terribly poverty-stricken 
that they:cannot even pay their clergy any salary. It is difficult for 
us even to imagine how we might react under their circumstances, 
but plain commonsense tells us we would definitely expect help if we 
were required to hold the front lines in Christianity’s war against 
the paganisms. We must become realistically aware that we are 
already in a modern day crusade to undergirl the Christian faith 
throughout the world. 


From America, at present, we have only to provide money, Money 
is a weapon—but it becomes an instrument of love, too, when we give 
through Christ. The Overseas Relief Committee would place before 
our entire church the opportunity to become a part of the Christian 
forces, armed with His Word, and Cross and giving through His Heart. 
What better way is there to give through Christ than to give through 
His Church? 


TODAY’S EVENTS have produced more than an idealistic challenge 
to Christian people. Today we must do something to save our own 
skins. It is just that important in a personally realistic way.— 
VERNON S. BROYLES, JR. who has been chairman of the Presby- 
terian, US, Committee on Overseas Relief. 
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MEN SING—Under the leadership of Walter Eddowes (above), thousands 
of Southern Presbyterian men really sang. 


Here, with the platform filled 





hand-hewn, in 1775, from pine and hardwood. It was shipped from Mon- 
treat, N. C., for this occasion. Used for many years in the Fourth Creek 











church in Iredell County, N. C., it is now the property of the church’s 
historical foundation. It was patterned after those used in Scotland in the 


carly part of the 18th Century. 


with big names, and under an inspiring motto, the convention is getting 
started. In this session James A. Jones of Charlotte. N. C., gave the key- 
note address. Great pulpit to the right, used by Dr. Jones, was maée, 
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Standard two-year college courses 
leading to A. A. or A. S. degree. Pre 
paratory courses for tenth. eleventh, 
and twelfth grades. Business Admin- 
istration. One and two year com- 
mercial courses. Flying, Athletics. 
Thorough Instruction. Personal At- 
tention. Summer School. 


Box B-8, Maxton, North Carolina 











Build and Equip Now Under 
Broadway Plan Church Finance 





and continues to build as long as you 
can reach your possibilities. 

The methed contemplates the Issu- 
ance of 5 per cent semi-annual interest 
coupon bonds maturing serially over 13 


years. 
They build and equip the church and 


at the same time constitute a safe, de- 
lable invest t for the members 


and others. 
Full information furnished on request. 
BROADWAY PLAN 
1408 Sterling Bidg., 
Houston, Texas 
J. 8. BRACEWELL, Director 














Davis and Elkins College 
Elkins, West Virginia 


A four-year college for men and 
women. 

Member of and accredited by 
North Central Association of Col- 
leges and Secondary Schools. 

Emphasizes Christian Character 
and thorough scholarship. 

Personal interest in the individual 
student. 

Beautiful campus; bracing climate; 
modern buildings; excellent equip- 
ment. 


A splendidly trained faculty of 
Christian men and women. 
A good place for an investment. 


R. B. PURDUM., President 











Revitalizing Our America 


The church is the keystone of 
the program of revitalization nec- 
essary at this hour, for only 
through a strong religious program 
and applied religious convictions 
on the part of our American par- 
ents will our nation be effective in 
training the generation which shall 
follow. 


The laymen of our beloved Pres- 
byterian Church should practice the 
principle of tithing time as well as 
money. Time is money. The Lord 
needs and must have a dedication 
of time, energy, and talents. If 
ten per cent of the laymen of the 
Southern Presbyterian Church 
would dedicate ten per cent of 
their time fully and completely in 
service to the Lord, in building the 
church and its local program, the 
communities of my old Southland 
where Presbyterianism has _ its 
stronghold would develop _ into 
cleaner, finer, and better cities 
and communities in which to live 
and rear our children. 


Teachers Needed 


There are \co nany Sunday 
school classes of twelve-, thirteen-, 
and fourteen-year-old boys who un- 
fortunately are being taught by a 
maiden lady who was disappoint- 
ed in love forty years ago. She 
cannot challenge the youngsters of 
the day to the bigness of life nor 
will she be able to lead the boys 
entrusted to her for.care and keep- 
ing to a full and complete sur- 
render to the Lord. 


No business or professional man 
is teo great, too powerful, too 
busy, too rich, or too popular te 
dedicate a few hours each week in 
preparing for a period of instruc- 
tion on the Lord’s Day wherein he 
will impart knowledge and give 











Home Missions H 
and 


YOU 


Home Missions Calls for Your INTEREST. 


Be informed and interested in the whole program of 
our Church in its missionary outreach. 


Home Missions Calls for Your INTERCESSION. 


Be much in prayer for the various phases of our 
Church’s work and the workers who represent us. 


Home Missions Calls for Your INVESTMENT. 


Be a participating, contributing, sharing member of 
our Church at work for Christ. 


The Opportunity Is Ours! 
THE NEED IS NOW! 
What Will We Do? 


MISSIONS DIVISION 


By H. ROE BARTLE 


strength and inspiration to those 
who shall build our church on the 
morrow. The men’s program of 
our denomination, the Sunday 
schools of our church, and the 
youth programs of our community 
need men who will tithe both time 
and money. 


1 Am a Presbyterian 


Proudly I am a Presbyterian. 
Not because my dear father, well- 
known to many of you, dedicated 
his life fully and completely in 
service to Almighty God as a min- 
ister of my church, but I am a 
Presbyterian today by personal 
choice. In the course of my formal 
educational program I have been 
exposed to other faiths, but I have 
made a study of my church; hence 
I have pride in my affiliation, 
Every Presbyterian man _ should 
be proud of his church even as he 
is proud of his family tree, as he 
is proud of his native state. 


Born a Virginian, I have lived in 
the great state of Missouri for 
many, many years, and my acquain- 
tances and my friends— indeed, al- 
most everyone who crosses my 
pathway of life and living—know 
full well that I was born in the 
Old Dominion. In the same breath 
may I add that all who know me 
in the great metropolitan center I 
am proud to call my home know 
I am a Presbyterian. 


As one born in a Southern Pres- 
byterian manse and whose mother’s 
family suffered terrifically during 
the war between the states and 
made many conscientious sacrifices 
during those hectic days of ’61 to 
65, I feel that I have a right to 
proclaim the innermost thoughts of 
my mind and the secret desire of 
my heart. 


Crave Presbyterian Reunion 


I crave a reunion of all who 
proudly call themselves Presbyter- 
ians in one great family. I am 
speaking not only of the Presby- 
terian Church, USA, and the Pres- 
‘byterian Church of the U.S., but of 
the United Presbyterian Church 
and the several other independent 
Synods. I would also like to see 
my Reformed brethren united with 
us under a banner of Christian 
service. The day will never be 
when some within my own Gen- 
eral Assembly of the General As- 








Boerd of Church Extension 


605 Henry Grady Building 
Atlante 3, Georgie 











EVANGELISM EMPHASIS—The Assembly’s 





sembly of the Presbyterian Church 
of the United States of America 
live in accordance with my desires 
and give pronouncements to state- 
ments to which I could subscribe. 
But I feel about that as I would 
about a member of my family. 
They are of my flesh, they are of 
my blood. No matter how much 


- 





H. Roe Bartle 
Looks for unifying forces 


they may differ I shall never deny 
the relationship which is mine. 

I can find many differences with 
both clergymen and laymen, but I 
am not looking for differences—I 
am looking for those opportunities 
to synchronize and harmonize per- 
sonalities, churches, presbyteries, 
synods and General Assemblies so 
that we may more efficiently and 
intelligently serve the Lord with 
the consecration that he would 
want. 

I would that our Presbyterian 
laymen of this hour would have 
open hearts and open minds. We 
have persecuted the teaching elders 
of our church because they inter- 
preted the Holy Writ in accord- 
ance with their convictions. In my, 
judgment, it is their God-given 
right to proclaim the gospel as they 
believe it should be given. You and 
I as laymen of the church must 
support our teaching elders and 
give to those men called of God to 
service, who have been ordained 
in the great ministry of our church, 
the loyal support and the helpful 
cooperation that will make their 
ministry both happy and effective. 








Yes, I may differ in points of view, 
but ,I want ever to be united im 
Christian spirit and fellowship with 
all who are a part-of my great 
Presbyterian Christian family, 


For Christian Education 


If we are to have great laymen 
of the church on the morrow, if 
we are to have Christian statesmen 
related to the body politic, and if 
we are to inspire and develop the 
youth of this day so that they may 
be prepared for the cafl to the min- 
istry of our church, we must be- 
lieve in and support Christian edu- 
ation on the college campuses of 
our respective states. 


Church schools are dying be- 
cause of a lack of financial support 
and a lack of interest on the part 
of Christian laymen who fail te 
serve as trustees or who neglect 
to send their sons or daughters te 
our great Presbyterian colleges for 
instruction and training. We to 
day in the field of Christian educa- 
tion on our college campuses are 
faced with the problem of com- 
peting with tax dollars. The volun- 
tary Christian dollars must be 
found to undergird the whole 
scheme of human living to keep 
Christian education alive. 


Reaffirming My Faith 


That majestic old hymn, “Faith 
of Our Fathers,” stirs me from 
within. “Faith of our fathers, liv- 
ing still, in spite of dungeon, fire, 


“sword!” Our forebears who loved 


Presbyterianism, who. were valiant 
servants of God, who exemplified 
their Christian principles, paid ter- 
rific penalties for their fidelity, 
loyalty, and devotion to the church, 
Today, with all of the emphasis at 
my command I reaffirm my faith in 
my church. I reaffirm my belief 
that we as Presbyterians have a 
mission to serve our fellowman, I 
today proclaim my faith by para- 
phrasing the song which was used 
in the dark days in old England 
when Shickelgruber and his mad- 
men and their terrific war machine 
were about to crush the country. 
You see, they sang—“There’ll al- 
ways be an England, and England 
shall be free, if England means as 
much to you, as England means te 
me.” ; 


Today, from the depths of my 
soul I would proclaim, “There’ll 
always be a Presbyterian Church, 
and my Presbyterianism shall be 
free, if your church means as much 
to you, as my great church means 
to me.” 





director, H. H. Thompson (left), 


evangelism 
explains te Bobby Patterson (Jap’s son), Pr esbyterian College student, and B. R. Nix, At- 
offered in the current E Advance. 


lanta. some of the 











I “ &F er 

















By 


We need more Christians. But 
J am convinced that the best way 
for us to secure them is for those 
of us who are members of the 
church to become more Christian. 

Now in this educational effort of 
the church to bring its members 
into a fuller life in Christ, men 
must play a vital part. Upon the 
Session, which is composed of men, 
rests the responsibility for the 
whole program of the Church. The 
Session must set up the goals. The 
Session must choose the curricu- 
jum. The Session must build the 
organization. The Session must see 
that it functions effectively. Our 
whole religious education endeavor 
stands or falls by the will of the 
Session. 

The Deacons, who are men, must 
provide sufficient funds for the 
development of an adequate pro- 
gram. They must have that mind- 
set on education which will not 
allow them haphazardly to vote 
$500 for an evangelistic meeting 
and then simply refuse to grant 
the request of a teacher for $25 
that they might purchase better 
leadership ‘materials and _ better 
teaching materials. ... 

Men are needed as teachers in 
the school. . . . Four out of five 
teachers in the Sunday school are 
women. ... We cannot evade this 
duty, for I believe that man was 
nearly right who said: “The real 
worth and value of a man is to 
fertilize the imagination of an 
adolescent.”” We need men as teac- 
ers of adults in these years when 
we are having a fresh opportunity 
with young adults and when we see 
the grave necessity of adult edu- 
cation. ... 


Begins in the Home 


Our Re-Study report ‘ boldly 
states that the place to begin in 


" geligious education is the home. 


The family is the matrix in which 
life flows. ... 

Mr. Edgar Hoover, head of the 
F.B.I. said several years ago, “The 
home is the citadel of American 
life. If the home is lost, all is 
lost.” Paul would fully agree with 
him. And Paul believes that in this 
responsibility for children, the fa- 
ther must bear out not only some 
sense of obligation, but a primary 
sense of obligation. 


Sons Need You 


In the first place, let me say 
that your sons need you. Hun- 
dreds of questionnaires, if not 
thousands, that have been brought 
in by my own. students, that while 
a girl may take either a man or a 
‘woman as her ideal, a boy will have 
only a man. Other studies will in- 
dicate that while, as a boy grows 
older he will get his heroes or his 
ideals from history, past or cur- 
rent, in his earlier years he will get 
his ideals from those with whom 
he is in immediate cgntact. 

Now, of course, there is the 
mother, and you could not quite 
get along without her. You may 
remember the story of the boy who 
after unavailingly trying to per- 
suade his mother to let him go 
swimming, came to his father and. 
said, “Daddy, Mother is grand and 
she’s all right, but sometimes she 
forgets how she felt when she was 
a boy.” Now that’s the difficulty. 
Mother was never a boy! There 
are some periods in his life into 
which she cannot enter and there 
are some of his experiences which 
she is unable to understand. I be- 
lieve that it is nearly right as one 
has put it: a boy loves his mother, 
but he follows his father. © 





A Man's Primary Duty in Religious Education 


W. TALIAFERRO THOMPSON 


with a companionable man than 
with another boy of his own age. 

Now if you’re going to be the 
kind of father a son-wants and 
needs, it takes time. The members 
of a fashionable club met to discuss 
the question, What About Our 
Sons! The chairman of the group 
said, “If you'll just write down on 
a slip of paper the amount of time 
during the past week you have been 
with your boy and pass it on to 
me, I’ll summarize,” and when he 
presented the rough results of his 
figuring, they were staggering. 
These men had hardly seen their 
sons at all! They had not been 
with them at breakfast. They had 
taken lunch down town. Often 
they were away for dinner and the 
week-ends with the club or on a 
business trip. I’m not surprised 
that when the question was put to 
thousands of school children, what 
would you rather have your father 
do that he is not doing now, that 
they answered like this: Stay with 
me more. Stay at home more. It 
was as if a whole school genera- 
tion just rose up and said, “We 
want to see more of our fathers.” 


Play Is Important 


If you want to know your son, 
you must play with him. So much 
of a boy’s life goes on behind a 
front. It has been said that a boy 
has three vocabularies: one for 
home, one for school and one for 
the gang. And he never gets them 
mixed. But if you play with him, 
the barriers go down and you can 
see into your boy’s heart. You un- 
derstand now whether he. has 
learned self-control or gives away 
under strain, whether he can win 
without boasting, lose without bit- 
terness, whether he has in him the 
spirit of a true sport and whether 
he will take advantage of another 
if opportunity offers. We can take 
time for that! 

And if you should decide to play 
with him, don’t go in a martyred 
spirit, and have self-righteousness 
written across your countenance, 
creating an atmosphere which says 
to the boy: This is a duty—I’m do- 
ing it—I ought to do it—some old 
man down at the Convention said 
I must get out and play with my 
boy and here I am! I’m not happy 
about it, but nevertheless, I’m go- 
nig along! 


Work With Them 


And likewise, I should say that 
you should work with your son. . . 

Rake leaves with them, wash the 
automobile with them, make one 
of these little jet-propelled auto- 
mobiles with them or an airplane— 
or if we can’t become quite that 
skilled, we may make a bench with 
them or a desk or a bookcase. 

I said work with them. Don’t 
gather the materials and assemble 
the tools and say, “Now son, you 
just watch Daddy as he does 
eee a 3 

The principal of a school outside 
Indianapolis tried in vain to get 
fathers to come to parent-teachers 
meetings. That’s a sort of univer- 
sal difficulty. Finally she struck 
upon this plan. She asked her boys 
and girls there to write an anony- 
mous paper on “What I Think of 
My Father.” Then she announced 
that at this particular meeting 
those papers would be read. The 
fathers came: $5,000 cars, $500 
cars, the president of the bank, the 
man who opened the door, the util- 
ity magnate, the man who drove 
the truck, the great cross-section 
of American life, and there they 
were. She got up. There was a 


darkness and chill in that school 
auditorium as she read the papers 
that told of the havoe wrought in 
the home, by alcohol and the other 
woman. Here were timid little pa- 
pers, written in fear of a harsh 
voice and a heavy hand, and puz- 


zled little papers, as they told of 
a stranger father who came and 
went and who was unknown. 


And then the sun shone through 
and warmth and radiance filled the 
auditorium as paper after paper 
was read which went like this: I 
love my daddy, helping me; I love 
my daddy, he worked with me on a 
boat. I love my daddy, he took me 
fishing ... and on and on and on.” 


When those men assembled they 
had a conception of themselves in 
accordance with their position in 
the community, in society, in busi- 





W. Taliaferro Thompson 


Sons need and want fathers 


ness, in politics. But when they 
left, they were just split into two 
groups: on this side, those that did 
not work and play with their chil- 
dren, and on this side, those who 
did. No man is too rich or too 
poor, too eminent or too undistin- 
guished to get time to play with 
his children. ... 


Backache or Heartache 


A mechanic after a hard day’s 
work was seen by a friend of his 
catching a baseball with his son. 
The friend stopped and looked over 
the fence and said, “Bill, aren’t 
you tired?” 

“Why yes, I’m tired. Of course, 
I’m tired!” 

“Well, what under the sun are 
you doing that for?” 

“Oh,” he said, “I’d rather have 
the backache now than the heart- 
ache later on.” 








NO MORE HALF-TRUTHS 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





THIS MEN’S CONVENTION is 
itself a testimony against some of 
the half-truths which at times have 
haunted the ehurch. One is the 
half-truth that the church is the 
preachers’ affair. The preachers 
are here; they are on the platform 
and in the audience; but they are 
not running the show. The leader- 
ship of the church is the ministers’ 
responsibility; but it is just as much 
up to the laymen. If either falls 
down on the job, it will not be done. 

Another half-truth is that the 
chureh is the women’s affair. The 
women are here, too, in spirit; 
every man’s presence means some 
woman’s sacrifice in some degree, 
and no man here would be the 
Christian he is without the influ- 
ence of the Christian women he has 
known. The Christian religion has 
set woman free as never before in 
human history. A church that shuts 
women out or shuts them up is not 
quite Christian. But a church for 
women only, or women mainly, is 
not typically Christian either. The 
truth is that the church needs both 
men and women and they need each 
other for their Christian service to 
be complete. 


STILL ANOTHER half-truth is 
that religion is a purely spiritual, 
personal matter; and its twin half- 


truth is that religious people shouk 
stop worrying about their souls an 
get into the fight for a better worla 
Any man who follows this confer 
enee and takes its message ano 
meaning to heart, can see tha‘ 
neither of these half-truths is wort} 
much without the other. 

The men here are challenged i 
“begin with ourselves.” Sin hinder: 
service, and confession comes be- 
fore commitment. “I am straight. 
est,” said A. J. Muste, “when I am 
on my knees.” But we are also re- 
minded here that the Christian, 
and only the Christian, can afford 
to stop worrying about himself and 
begin thinking for others. 


THE CENTER of this conven- 
tion and the heart of it is Jesus 
Christ as Lord and Saviour of each 
individual man; but the circumfer 
ence of this convention is the wide 
world itself. In a time when totali 
tarian masses swallow up the in 
dividual, the Christian will remem. 
ber that he is not a mass; he is a 
man. In a time when the whole 
world is but an airflight away, in 
a culture which ties us all together 
by innumerable cords, the Chris- 
tian can no longer say, “It is none 
of my business,” 

The world was on Christ’s heart; 
let it be on ours. 





just a provider, the stranger, the 
punisher, upon whom a boy will 
look with indifference or fear or 
hostility when he might be his 

How can a man be willing to be 
friend? Probably we don’t do this 
because of its cost. Do we have to 
give up that day, Wednesday or 
Saturday, at the golf club with the 
foresome, that day spent at the 
hunting club or the fishing club, 
that football game to which you 
wanted to go with your pals, that 
magazine you wanted to read, that 
extra business that you wanted to 
carry through, even some work in 
the church? 

But whoever said that it was an 
easy and simple and costless thing 
to raise a boy? Whoever indicated 
that it was a sideline to bring a 





boy to manhood in Jesus Christ? 
Wouldn’t any father be justified in 
saying: “I shall measure my suc- 
cess not by the value of my securi- 
ties, but by the virtue of my sons.” 
Wouldn’t he be warranted in with- 
drawing himself from his group 
of older friends with the words: 
“Wist ye not that I must be about 
my son’s business?” ... 


Lure of Easy Street 


I think~the thing that betrays 
so many men is that we feel that 
we'll get on easy street and then 
when we’ve done that we’ll have 
time for our sons. But when did a 
man ever get on easy street? One 
of our very wealthy Virginians of 
yesterday when asked how much 











Agnes Scott College 


The college offers to many well prepared girls scholarship aid or self-help 
so as to reduce the expenses. An interesting competitive scholarship contest 
is also open to all qualified high school students. 


For Hterature or information, address 
President J. R. McCain, Decatur, Georgia 
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Fifty Thousand Presbyterian Students 
and 
Thousands of Unchurched Students 


The Gospel and the Christian 
Fellowship 








309 Urban Bldg. 
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Is Your Church 
Doing Its Full Part? 


—Do you support your Synod’s 
Student Work? 
—Do you support Assembly’s 


The Church Will Have Leaders Tomorrow 


It Ministers Effectively to Students Today! 











(Temporary Address) 


THE DEPARTMENT OF STUDENT WORK 


THE BOARD OF EDUCATION, Presbyterian Church, U. S. 


Louisville 2, Ky. 
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money is enough, said, “Only a lit- 
tle more.” A man gets $2,000 a 
year and he wants five. He gets 
five, he wants ten, he wants fif- 
teen and even if he feels that he’s 
got money enough now so that his 
family is secure and his business is 
established, can he then shake off 
the burden of responsibility, break 
the chains of habit that bind him 
to his desk? Even if he does, can 
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If your son doesn’t make 
straight A’s, don’t con- 
demn him. Remember: He 
is YOUR son!—W. Taliafer- 
ro Thompson. 
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to his desk? Even if he does, if he 
can break the shackles and throw 
down the weights and then return 
to his son, can he be sure that his 
son, who has organized his life 
apart from his father, will be ready 
for his father’s companionship? 
May he not find that that door to 
the boy’s heart which stood invit- 
ingly open for so long now is shut 
and on it are the rebuffing words: 
NO ADMITTANCE. ESPECIAL- 
LY TO FATHER. 

The question I put to a group of 
boys, “What three things do you 
hate most?” was answered in two 
words: My Father. What three 


swered in two words: My Father. 
It has been said that adolescence 
is God’s judgment time for parents, 
and I would add, especially for fa- 
thers. 

If you decide to be your boy’s 
friend, then because your life is so 
persuasive in its influence upon 
your boy, won’t you realize the re- 
sponsibility of being the kind of 
man you should be? Josh Billings 
said, “Train up a boy in the way 
it which he should go and walk in 
it yourself once in a while.” 


Bring Them Into a Fellowship 


This isn’t an address. This is 
really a sermon. I haven’t forgot- 
ten my text. When Paul said, “Ye 
fathers, bfing up your children in 
the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord,” he didn’t mean for us just 
to send our children, to Sunday 
School or even to take them. He 
didn’t mean for us to tell them to 
play or even to play with, to read 
them the scriptures. He meant all 
that, and I believe in that to the 
fullest, but what he really meant, I 
believe, was that we should bring 
our sons into joyous fellowship 
with a man who really knows 
Christ and is trying with all of his 
heart to be like Christ in his life. 

And from a home like that, we 
can send our boys out to be safe 
in this hurricane-swept world, to be 


but a part of the things which re- 
build it... 

You sent your sons, as I sent 
mine, overseas, and they came back 
and said, “Daddy, in the tank or in 
the plane, on the beach or in the 
foxhole, God, was with me. Your 
God, the God you led me to know.” 
And the boy can go out even into 
the far countries of the soul from 
such a home and he’ll come back; 
I’ve seen them come back. ... 


Daughters, Too 


I haven’t said much about daugh- 
ters, but they have been in my 
thoughts. This word and I’m 
through: Your daughter will build 
part of her ideals for her life out 
of the qualities and the character 
she’s seen in you. And the concep- 
tion of the kind of man she wants 
for her husband and the father of 
her children will be determined by 
the ideal of manhood which you 
have given her.. And her capacity 
to give herself in love and trust 
permanently to one man will be 
determined by your relationship to 
her and your relationship to her 
mother. 


The best thing a man can do for 
his son or daughter, the best con- 
tribution he can make to religious 
education is for him to be a Chris- 
tian man—CHRISTIAN—to the 








things do you fear most? They an- 


not a part of the destructive forces, 


core! 





Laymen Need 


Spiritual Resources 


Success cannot be achieved by 
a church that is operated by one 
man. Give the laymen those “di- 
vidends of satisfaction” that come 
from doing good. “Give the ball” 
to the layman. 

Make the church into a “meeting 
place.” Give them more specific 
things to do. Make performers of 
the people. Their actions will 
speak louder than their words. The 
Christian religion is a live thing. 
It is like electricity, it transforms 
the recipient. It. stimulates him. 
It makes him want to do good. All 
of this activity implies the neces- 
sity for spiritual resources which, 
for the most part, we laymen do 
not possess . 

With the calls for a larger share 
in the program of the church, we 
laymen must realize the need for 
spiritual preparation. -And_ the 
church must gather us into groups 
according to our needs and give us 
the training we have so far greatly 
neglected. — JAMES E. KAVA- 
NAGH in LAYMEN SPEAKING. 
—Association Press, New York. 
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Cc. K. CONNELLY, Layman, 
Lancaster, S. C., Church—Organ- 
ized an outpost, the West Lancas- 
ter Presbyterian Church, with pas- 
ter and officers and_ installed, 
manse for pastor completed, etc. 

Cc. D. WARDLAW, Minister, 
Central church, Little Rock, Ark, 
—Elders and Deacons meet jointly 
each month to study the Book of 
Church Order for thirty minutes 
before meeting separately. The 
minister does the teaching. 

F. E. EVERETT, Layman, Vicks- 
burg, Miss., First — Organized a 
men’s Bible class. 

JOHN F. FATMANN, Lay- 
man, Carrollton church, New Or- 
leans, La.—Installed a clear loud- 
speaker system; the congregation 
hears the speaker in his natural 
voice without interruptions caused 
by passing automobiles and street 
cars. 

ARTHUR ECKERSON, Layman, 
Charleston, W. Va., First — (1) 
‘Started a second service on Sun- 
day morning, 9:45 to.10:30. After 
only four services this has already 
proved to be meeting a real need, 
We are getting people who did not 
attend before. (2) One of our el- 
ders, who is also president of the 
men of our presbytery, was instru- 
mental more than any other one 
person in getting our quota of men 
from the Synod of West Virginia 
to attend the men’s convention in 
Atlanta. The best thing about this 
is that he got men from the small- 
er churches to attend. We could 
have more than filled our quota 
from our own church. 

E. S. MACLIN, Layman, Hunt- 
ington, W. Va., First—(1) Provid- 
ed for and organized the Enslow 
Park church with 135 charter mem- 
bers. (2) Put on a monthly Sun- 
day night hymn sing with choirs 
from Juniors on up. This has drawn 
many young people into active con- 
tact with the church. 
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We Dedicate Ourselves 


It is to a program of dedica- 
tion that I believe our God is call- 
ing us today. 


Prayer, Source of Power 


He summons us, first, to dedi- 
cate ourselves to— , 


I. Prayer. One day, amid the 
beautiful surroundings of Montreat 
where we love to foregather, I was 
talking with Dr. Samuel Rizzo of 
Brazil. We were commenting on 
the gradual encroachment of Com- 
munism in one country after an- 
other—Russia, Czechoslovakia, Yu- 
goslavia, Hungary, certain coun- 
tries in Latin America, and now, 
China. Not that the people of these 
countries. have necessarily em- 
braced the totalitarian way; but 
the governments are dominated by 
the Communist philosophy and are 
cautious about admitting the gos- 
pel with its dynamic, life-giving, 
liberating power. Dr. Rizzo turned 
to me thoughtfully and said, “We 
must find a way of dealing with 
the governments. I think most of 
the time it will be on our knees.” . . 


We have neglected prayer. This 
has been the chief source of our 
failure as Christians. Missions is 
a God-inaugurated enterprise that 
we have essayed to carry on with 
too little recognition of God’s place 
in it. We have leaned upon char- 
iots and horses to win our victories, 
on men and means, on methods and 
plans, on personality and. prepara- 
tion. But we simply cannot get 
along without God. The task is 
impossible without him. He is 
the one who started it all, who 
guided Paul, in his journeys, who 
opened the doors of prison, who set 
whole cities in an uproar, who stood 
by the side of Livingstone during 
his long vigil in Africa, who is 
with our missionaries today under 
countless dangers, and who has 
said, “Lo I am with you alway, 
even to the end of the world.” 


We have imposed our own finite- 
ness upon the gospel by a lack of 


faith and prayer, and have refused. 


to avail ourselves of God’s offer to 
give wings to our words and to 





By C. DARBY FULTON 


make us convincing as his witnesses 
in the earth. 


It was by prayer that Peter was 
freed from the prison in Jerusa- 
em. The only explanation the ac- 
count offers of his spectacular de- 
liverance is found in the one sim- 
ple statement made in unfeigned 
simplicity, “But prayer was made 
without ceasing of the church unto 
God for him.” 


Prayers Were Answered 


The modern counterpart of Pet- 
er’s deliverance was reenacted in 
the city of Suchowfu, China, in 
the year 1940. On a certain night, 
without intimation or warning, Jap- 
anese military police moved through 
the city and placed under arrest 
two of the leading Christian pas- 
tors, two outstanding elders and a 
number of other Christians, tying 
them and leading them away like 
common criminals. They were 
thrown into prison where they were 
tortured in an effort to force them 
to confess to charges that had been 
invented against them. For more 
than two months these Christian 
men suffered unspeakable injus- 
tice sand brutalities, inflicted upon 
them for no reason except that as 
Christians their consciences disap- 
proved of the aggression to which 
their people had been subject. In 
the missionary letter that brought 
us news of this occurence we read: 


“Our main line of defense is 
in prayer; and we, and all the 
Chinese Christians, are giving 
ourselves to prayer as never 
before.” 


Two months later came the 
story of thé deliverance—first by 
cable, then by letter. The an- 
nouncement began: 

“Your prayers, and ours, have 
been heard. Rejoice with us. Our 
souls are singing a paean of praise 
to God.” 

What was it that effected the 
release of these captives? The Jap- 
anese authorities were in complete 
control of the situation. There 
were no armed forces in Suchowfu 
to threaten them. Our missionaries 





were in possession of not one weap- 
on that they might have used. They 
were a little handful of unarmed 
men and women who were com- 
pletely helpless in the face of the 
military machine that held their 
friends captive. Unarmed? Yes, 
as far as guns were concerned; but 
the spiritual weapons they wielded 
were mightier than the swords and 
the bayonets that were brandished 


by the men in uniform. ie 


Every day, week in and week 
out, the little band of missionaries 
led by Aunt Nettie Grier prayed. 
They summoned God to their side. 
They were not daunted; their faith 
did not fail. Down on their knees, 
yes on their very faces before God, 
this little group dedicated itself 
to intercession. Helpless men and 
women laid hold on the most pow- 
erful and dynamic force that has 
ever been placed at human com- 
mand. 


God heard those prayers. He 
melted the heart of the military of- 
ficer; and this man later testified 
that it was the earnestness of 
Aunt Nettie’s pleading and the 
spiritual power that breathed 
through her faith that won the 
freedom of the prisoners. What a 
regiment of soldiers could not have 
accomplished, the simple, heart- 
felt, believing petitions of men and 
women who were willing to hum- 
ble themselves in the presence of 
God, achieved. 


There is no way to measure 
what would happen if the men 
of our church would earnestly 
and concertedly pray. 


You are wondering, are you, 
what you can do in such a day as 
this when doors seem to be closing 
around the world? Have you en- 
tered the one door that God has 
opened before every believing soul ? 
Have you tried the way of prayer? 
If this great company here gather- 
ed today would earnestly give itself 
to prayer and would enter into a 
covenant one with another to gath- 
er groups for intercession through- 
out our whole church, there would 
be such an outpouring of the bless- 


ing of God upon us as we should 
not be able to receive. 


Perservance Is Demanded 

Il. We must dedicate ,ourselves 
also to perservance. The more | 
see of life, the more I recognize 
and value that type of personality 
that having begun something de- 
termines to see it through to the 
end. This trait of character is par- 
ticularly commendable when the 
purposes to which it attaches tself 
are worthy and noble. I admire 
that type of individual who like a 
ship selects his destination, sets 
his helm, and then drives unerring- 
ly for port. 

All the world despises a quitter. 
Such a person not only deprives a 
cause of his own support but 
spreads the spirit of defeat and 
discouragement to others around 
him... . 

We need a generation today that 
will face the uncertainties of the 
future with that calm determina- 
tion that Paul so vividly expressed 
when he wrote, “I press on if so 
be that I may lay hold on that 
for which also I was laid hold 
on by Christ Jesus.” 

We cannot tell how or where or 
when the new opportunities may 
come to us, but we shall contem- 
plate no contraction in the total 
missionary task of the church. The 
mission field is too big for the 


temporary difficulties we encoun- 
ter in one field or another. Re- 
strictions we may suffer in one 
place will only challenge us to ex- 
pand elsewhere. We shall adjust 
ourselves to new conditions, but 
shall not seek lighter responsibili- 
ties. The world with its millions 
is still in dsperate need of the Sav- 
ior. 
Victory Is Certain 


“Of his kingdom and of its in- 
crease there shall be no end.” There 
is nothing that the church needs 
more today in her missionary out- 
look than a fresh contemplation 
of this glorious truth. She needs 
to keep before her the certainty of 
her victorious destiny. Nothing will 
so strengthen her shaken morale 
or stimulate her drooping spirit. 

A young Chinese friend of mine, 
a student at Vanderbilt University, 
was expressing his confidence in 
the ultimate victory of his country 
during the course of her struggle 
with Japan. “They have captured 





our chief cities,” he said: “Our 
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enterprise to be stalled by the|® 


factories and industries are largely 
in their hands. They have taken 
our natural resources and plan now 
to exploit them with Chinese labor. 
But we shall defeat them in their 
purpose. When we work in their 
factories we shall adopt a policy of 
deliberate and mischievous useless- 
ness. Our work will be shoddy, the 
product we manufacture for them 
will not sell in the market, we 
shall be as idle and idolent as Pos- 
sible never missing an opportunity 
to waste time, to trifle, to obstruct. 
We shall have no heart in our work 
except the heart to do it as poorly 
as it can be done.” “But,” I said, 
“don’t you know that they will re- 
taliate for this?” “Yes,” he smiled, 
“that I know. But we Chinese 
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Few sacrifices are in evidence 


can eat more bitterness and still 
survive than any other nation un- 
der heaven.” 


Fellow Christians, have you got 
the spiritual spleen that it takes? 
Are you ready to eat bitterness? 
Will you dedicate yourselves today 
to perservance? 


A Call for Sacrificial Living 


And, finally, our dedication must 
include— 


Ill. Sacrifice. When God called 
Saul of Tarsus to be a missionary 
of the Cross this is the inducement 
he offered him: 


“I will show him what great 
things he must suffer for my 
name’s sake.” 


Missions costs. It has always 
cost. This is a work that implies a 
readiness to serve_and to sacrifice 
in fair weather and in foul. If mis- 
sions had waited for an easy day 
to accomplish its task, it would 
not have won the fair trophies that 
through these decades have aaorn- 
ed the faith of those who have made 
these conquests possible. Genuine 
discipleship calls for courageous 
and sacrificial living. We have 
joined hands with God in a great 
work of world redemption. It cost 
God his Son. It cost Christ the 
Cross. If it costs us nothing, we 
need to take stock of our disciple- 
ship. 


I admit to you today that I can 
find no convincing proof in my own 
life, or in the lives of most of my 
friends, that we are really dedicated 
to the Christian task. For the 
most part our Christianity is too 
soft. It has been awfully easy to 
be a Christian, at least to be the 
sort of Christian that most of us 
are. No renunciations have been- 
necessary. Too often our lives 
have been indistinguishable from 
the life of the world around us. We 
have belonged to a pampered 
church that was in favor with the 
civil authorities, established in its 
social position, representing the 
majority group. The only sacrifice 
that we have been asked to make 
is to endure once a week the bore- 
dom of a church service in a com- 
fortably-appointed edifice, listen- 
ing to expensive organs and twen- 
ty-five minute sermonettes on not 
too uncomfortable religious themes. 


We have found it most diffi- 
eult indeed te pay this exor- 





bitant price for our faith! 
21 












ORDER BLANK 


RECORDINGS OF ADDRESSES 
Presbyterian Men‘s Convention 
Atlanta, Nov. 46, 1949 










~ Postage Extra 
Check Order 








Front — Back 
Jones - Bonnell 





FOR RADIO STATIONS 


Exactly 14 min. 30 sec. on a side. Records can be used on any player 
“adapted to 16-inch discs at 3314 r.p.m 
AVAILABLE FOR RENTAL ONLY—Per Record $2.25 


Approxi. Date of Use 
















Youngdahl - Elliott 








Judd (both sides) 








Thompson - LaRoe 

















Front — Back Check Order 
Jones - Bonnell 
Youngdahl - Elliott 
Judd (both sides) 


Thompson - LaRoe 





























For Church and Home Use 


About 25 Minutes Per Side 


FOR SALE ONLY—One or Two Records $2.75 each 
Three or More Records $2.50 each. Postage extra. 





MAIL ORDER TO 










Cut by new microgroove process and usable on any radio equipped with 
player for long playing records. (Ask your local phonograph dealer.) 















PRESBYTERIAN RADIO COMMITTEE 


36 HUNTER ST., 5S. W., ATLANTA 3, GEORGIA 


















A Great Tradition 


Men of the Presbyterian Church, 
are we worthy to walk in the great 
missionary tradition that has gone 
before us? If we shrink today from 
the sacrifices that may be needed 
to keep open the doors of oppor- 
tunity around the world, think of 
the task that was before those 
pioneers who found the doors clos- 
ed and who essayed to open them 
for the first time. When Protes- 
tant missionaries arrived in Japan 
in 1859 they found a signboard on 
every crossroad that read as fol- 
lows: 


“So long as the sun shall 
warm the earth let no Chris- 
tian be so bold as to set foot 
on the shores of Japan. Nay 
should the very God of Chris- 
tendom himself dare to violate 
this law, he shall pay for ai: 
folly with his life.” 


But Japan was entered, a Chris- 
tian church has been established, 
and we face the most glowing op- 
portunity we have ever had in 
that land. 


The pioneers to Korea who came 
through Manchuria found no bridge 
across the river, no gate into the 
city. But they swam the river in 
the night and made their entrance 
through a sewer pipe that pene- 
trated the city wall. They were 
immediately apprehended and paid 
the supreme price. For a whole 
century after that little groups of 
men entered and died, entered and 
died, entered and died, until finally 
Christianity began to take root in 
Korea. 

Sam Lapsley went to Africa in 
1891. There was no compound to 
which he could go, no doctor to 
protect him from fever. But he 
went, blazed his trail into the in- 
terior, laid down his life in six 
months on the banks of the Congo. 


First, Give Selves 
I am giad that our theme calls 


us to the dedication of ourselves. 
True dadicatior 


of witnessing a good confession and 





mnct invalvwo the! «' 


inner commitment of self. Paul 
commended the churches of Mace- 
donia for their liberality and held 
them up as examples to other Chris- 
tians, but he touched the real sec- 
ret of their giving when he said, 
“But first they gave their own 
selves to the Lord.” That’s it— 
“their own selves.” We cannot be 
content these days with anything 
less. Only a sacrificial “all out” 
will suffice. We cannot offer Christ 
a lesser devotion than earthly loy- 
alties demand. 


“Shall we aot vield him in costly devotion, 
Odors of Edom, and off’ rings divine, 


Gems of the mountain, and pearls of the 

ocean, 

Myrrh from the forest, and gold from 
the mime? 


“Vainly we offer each ample oblation, 
Vainly with gifts would His favor secure; 
Kicher by far is the heart’s adoration, 
Dearer to God are the pray’ers of the 
poor.” 


We dedicate ourselves. The word 
means “to affirm” or “to declare.” 


We declare ourselves. It is easy 
here in these surroundings of which 
we are a part to make such a 
declaration. But when your con- 
vicitions are ridiculed by the crowd, 
will you then declare yourself? 


When the things you believe have 
become treason to some tyrannical 
authority, when you are driven to 
the catacombs, will you declare 
yourself? When you are given the 
water treatment and the suffocat- 
ing stream pours from your nose 
and mouth and eyes, will you de- 
clare yourself? When your loved 
ones are led away to some fate, 
you know not what, will you de- 
clare yourself? And when at last 
one day the choice comes to you 
of saving your life by some mo- 
mentary betrayal of your faith or 


sealing it with your blood, men of 
the Presbyterian Church, will you 
declare yourselves? 


I challenge you to such a declar- 
ation. The son of God goes forth 
to war, a kingly crown to gain; 
his blood red banner streams afar 
CMa im hic train’ 





Overheard 


Overheard in the booth of 
the Board of Actjvities and Re- 
lief. Wade H. Boggs, executive 
secretary, speaking to some 
laymen: 


The primary function of this 
board is to care for the servants 
of the church who on account of 
age, or total and permanent dis- 
ability, are no longer able to serve. 


This labor of love is in three 
divisions known as the Ministers’ 
Annuity Fund, the Employee’s An- 
nuity Fund, and Ministserial Re- 
lief. Only ordained ministers are 
eligible for membership in the 
M.A.F., while. the E.A.F. is for 
all non-ordained employees of the 
church. Ministerial Relief is for 
those ministers who had retired 
before the M.A.F. was: begun. 
Ministerial Relief gets it money 
from a relatively small endowment, 
and the annual Joy Gifts near the 
Christmas season in the local 
churches. There is also a small 
percentage from the benevolent 
budget coming to this cause. 


Be sure to study the charts in 
this booth until you see what a 
vital thing Ministerial Relief is 
to our retired ‘ministers or to those 
dependent upon them. It must 
be maintained at least at the pres- 
ent level till the Ministers’ An- 
nuity Fund has been in opera- 
tion long enough to ‘produce a 
more adequate allowance for our 
retired ministers, and until those 
dependent upon it are called te 
their eternal reward. 


The Board of Annuities and Re- 
lief is the church’s agency to ad- 
minister this expression of grati- 
tude of the church, which these 
aged and infirm servants served 
as long as strength permitted. Let’s 
not fail them now! 
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_ BIBLE STUDY 





The Universal God 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR DECEMBER 18 
Jeremiah 29:1, 4-14; 31:3 


To understand the passage be- 
fore us we need to remember that 
in 597 B.C. Nebuchadnezzar car- 
ried out of Jerusalem ten thousand 
of its people to be exiles.in Baby- 
lon. This deportation took place 
during the reign of Jehoiachin, 
king of Judah, and was a direct 
result of the rebellion of Jehoiakin, 
his predecessor on the throne. 
Among the ten thousand were all 
of the “better clas8” of the people, 
the aristocracy, the leaders of the 
army, the wisest of the states- 
men, the skilled artisans, These 
people could not think of their own 
exile as permanent while Jerusalem 
continued to stand. Since they did 
not think that it was possible for 
God_to permit the destruction of 
his holy city, or the downfall of 
the state, or the captivity of the 
people, they naturally anticipated 
a speedy return to Palestine and 
were encouraged by their prophets 
in this cherished delusion. 

As a result they did not settle 
down in Babylonia; they refused to 
adapt themselves to the actual sit- 
uation; they were not building 
wisely for the future. 

News of their attitude came to 
Jeremiah, the one prophet in Je- 
rusalem who had a true under- 
standing of the workings of God’s 
providence. He seized the first 
opportunity to dispatch a letter to 
the captives, the opportunity being 
- diplomatic mission sent to Ze- 
dekiah, king of Judah, to Nebuch- 
adnezzar, King of Babylon. 

L 

Jeremiah began his letter with 
a bit of advice. The exiles were not 
to look for an immediate return to 
Palestine. Nor were they to set 
loose to the country in which they 
found themselves. Instead, they 
were to look on Babylon as their 
home. They were to build them- 
selves houses, plant gardens, mar- 
Ty, ‘and raise their families. 


But Jeremiah goes farther. Na-|. 


turally the hearts of the exiles 
would be hot with hatred for the 
oppressor, and if they prayed with 
reference to him it would be for 
his downfall. But Jeremiah bade 
them to forge links which would 
bind them to the new land and 
make its interests identical with 
their own. They were to pray for 
its peace. For after all, say Jere- 
miah, your peace is bound up with 
theirs. 
Il. 

Jeremiah’s advice, most wise un- 
der the circumstances, was based 
on his insight into the Divine prov- 
idence and was followed, th2refore, 
by a prophecy (8-14). The proph- 
ets who told them that they would 
return shortly to Palestine and for 
that reason not to settle down in 
their present environment were 
wrong; they were false prophets; 
they did not represent Jehovah. 
And yet it was true that God 
would ultimately carry the people 
back to the Promised Land. After 
seventy years, God would visit 
them and carry out his gracious 
promise to them ef. Jeremiah 24:4- 
7), ‘and cause them to return to 
the land of their fathers. ‘The re- 
turn which Jeremiah predicted 
took place fifty years after the fi- 
nal destruction of Jerusalem, sev- 
enty years after the first of the 
series of captivities. It was, how- 
ever, a round number rather than 
an exact number to be liberally ful- 
filled. Jermiah was wise enough to 
see that there was no hope for an 
immediate return. His hope, or 
rather his assurance of an ulti- 
mate return, was based on his in- 
sight into the divine purpose. For 
I know the thoughts that I think 
toward you, saith Jehovah, 
thoughts of peace and not of evil, 
to give you hope in your latter end. 
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This was a thought to which Jer- 
emiah returned again and again. 
The captives were not to think that 
God had forgotten them, that be- 
cause they were languishing in ex- 
ile the Lord of heaven and earth 
had no thought for them, Another 
example of this reiterated message 
is found in 31:4, included as a 
part of our printed lesson. 

We recall that there were twelve 
sons of Jacob and twelve tribes of 
Israel that settled in the Promised 
Land. The kingdom was united 
under kings Saul, David and Solo- 
mon. But seeds of division had ex- 
isted from the first, jealousy be- 
tween Ephraim the leading tribe 
of the North and Judah the dom- 
inant ‘tribe of the South. Dissatis- 
faction had grown space during the 
reign of Solomon and under the 
reign of his son, Rehoboam, the 
empire split into two smaller king- 
doms, Israel and Judah. The two 
nations had existed side by‘ side 
for several hundred years, some- 
times at peace but most often at 
war with one another. Finally, Is- 
rael was carried captive in 722 
B.C. Jeremiah is writing 150 
years later, just after Judah had 
met a similar fate. He is confi- 
dent that at last under the grace 
of God the old breach will be healed 
and the people of God united and 
they shall be his. united people. 

The first 22 verses of this chap- 
ter celebrate the return of Israel 
(the Northern nation) and their 
re-union with their estranged 
brethren. Jeremiah goes into rap- 
tures at the very thought and his 
pen dances with his words. So long 
a time had passed that it might 
seem as though God had forgotten 
this section of his people. But it 
is not so, said Jeremiah: “Jeremiah 
appeared of old unto me, saying, 
Yea I have loved thee with an 
everlasting love; therefore with 
loving kindness have I drawn thee. 
. . Hear the word of Jehovah, O 
ye nations, and declare it in the 
isles afar off; and say, he that 
scattered Israel will gather him 
and keep him as a shepherd doth 
his flock.”. And in verse 20 we 
have a beautiful picture of God 
longing after his wandering peo- 
ple as a Father would long after 
his prodigal son. We think some- 
times of God casting his people 
off in anger, but Jeremiah tells us, 
and the other prophets agree, that 
it is the people who have first 
wandered away from God and that 
it breaks his heart to see them do 
and that he is always ready to re- 
ceive them if only they will turn 
to him. But there must be some 
response on man’s part, so Jere- 
miah exhorts Israel: “Set thee up 
waymarks, make thee guide posts; 
set thy heart toward the highway, 
even the way by which thou went- 
est; turn again, O virgin of Israel, 
turn again. . .” 

IIL. 

This same thought is stressed in 
the letter written to the exiles with 
which we began our study. “For I 
know the thoughts that I think to- 
ward you, saith Jehovah, thoughts 
of peace and not of evil, to give 
you hope in your latter end.” How- 
ever, God’s purpose was to be ef- 
fected only with their help. Jere- 
miah had already pointed out that 
the exiles were not to sit down 
idly in Babylonia and wait for the 
divine intervention. They were to 
give themselves faithfully to the 
ordinary routine of life, build 
homes, plant gardens, marry wives, 
beget children, work for the peace 
of the land in which they found 
themselves. But something more 
was needed: “Ye shall call upon 
me, and ye shall go and pray unto 
me, and I will hearken unto you. 
And ye shall seek me and find me, 





when ye shall search for ‘me with 
all your heart.” 

Fortunately the exiles took Jer- 
emiah’s advice. They did settle 
down in Babylonia. The process 
of adjustment was neither easy nor 
quick, but in due time it was ac- 
complished. Some of them, as the 
archaeological records show, rose 
to power and financial influence in 
their adopted land, and to their 
thrift and skill the great bank- 
ing houses of Egibi and Murashu 
bear eloquent witness. More than 
that .they saw Jehovah. And it 
was in Babylonia that the last rem- 
nant of the idolatry which had 
clung to them through all their 
history were finally purged away. 
It was more than fortunate, for in 
586 B. C. Nebuchadnezzar’s army 
again beseiged Jerusalem. This 
time he city was completely de- 
stroyed, and all the inhabitants ex- 
cept a few of the poorest class 
were transported likéwise into the 
land of their conquerors. But the 
ground had been broken by their 
predecessors, and the Jews pros- 
pered in their new land. 


Meanwhile interesting events 
were taking place in the political 
world. Beyond the borders of the 
great. valley of the Tigris and 
Euphrates there was in process of 
formation a new empire. A man 
named Cyrus born in an obscure 
province known as Anshan, or An- 
zan, in 559 B.C. became its king, 
and in 550 conquered Astyages, 
king of the Median empire, and an- 
nexed to himself this domain. He 
was by this time the chief ruler of 
Western Asia. Only two rivals re- 
mained: far away in Asia Minor 
was Croesus, King of Lydia, and 
near at hand was Nabonidus, king 
of Babylon, a weak successor of 
the great Nebuchadnezzar. In 546 
B.C. the kingdom of Lydia fell into 
the hands of Cyrus and in 538 
Babylon was likewise taken. The 
following year Cyrus issued a royal 
decree which permitted all ‘Jews 
who wished to do so to return to 
their ancestral home. And the peo- 
ple who: had followed Jeremiah’s 
advise were ready to make the 
most of their great opportunity. 


IV. 


Our lesson this week provides 
a most suggestive study in the di- 
vine providence. We look at it (1) 
from God’s side. God had a pur- 
pose for Israel. The return from 
captivity was a part of that plan. 
Cf. Jere 29:10-14; Ezra 1:1. He 
carried it out not by a display of 
supernatural power, but through 
the ordinary means of life. Cyrus 
was his chief agent, and yet Cyrus 
rose to power in natural ways, he 
was not a worshipper of the God 
of Israel, he was moved by nztural 
human considerations in all that 
he did. Yet it was God who in- 
spired Cyrus to act (Ezra 1:1) it 
was God who brought back those 
that return to Zion (Ps. 126:1). 
Does God still direct the affairs of 
nations? What evidence is there of 
the divine providence in the history 
of America? Does he still have 
purposes for the nation? What 
purpose would you say that he had 
for America? What part would he 
have America play in the affairs 
of the world? 

(2) From man’s side. Is God’s 
providence carried out irrespective 
of man? In other words, are God’s 
purposes effected without the co- 
operation of man? What can we 
do to help carry out God’s pur- 
poses in our own day? Our lesson 
makes three suggestions: 

1. We must perform life’s or- 
dinary duties—build houses, plant 
gardens, raise a family. These are 
life’s primary duties, which must 
be performed if life itself is to con- 
tinue, in America as well as in 
ancient Babylonia. Most of our 
time is taken up with the routine 
necessary to earn a living, and to 
care for our family. Does the man 
serve God who is faithful in his 
business? Under what conditions? 
Does the woman serve God who is 
faithful in her duties in the home? 





Under what conditions? There was 

a time when man was the bread- 
dies and woman the homemaker. 
Today increasing numbers of wom- 
en are working outside the home— 
in factories, stores, offices and the 
like. Is this a healthy tendency, 
one which to be encouraged, or 
otherwise? Can the father leave 
the raising of the family, the train- 
ing of the children to the mother? 
In Harper’s Magazine for Novem- 
ber 1949, Mirra Komarovsky, as- 
sociates professor of sociology at 
Barnard College, asks “What 
Should Colleges Teach Women?” 
She recognizes the fact that the 
college boy will normally become a 
family provider while his sister 
will be a mother and a housekeep- 
er. “Therefore the critics insist, 
since a woman’s primary concern is 
with the family, her education 
should put greater emphasis on 
- .. subjects . .. which deal with 
human relations. . . . Why stop 
with women?” Dr. Komarovsky 
asks. “We have already gone too 
far in making women the sole ‘ex- 
perts’ in family relations. ... A 
child needs two understanding par- 
ents. .. . If education can provide 
any answers to the problems of 
marriage and parenthood, we had 


better let the men in on it, too!” 


Do you agree with Dr. Komarovsky 
or not? Is there anything that the 
church can do, in this regard? 


2. We must seek the peace of 
the city in which we live. That is 
also important in 1949 America, 
just as it was in ancient Babylonia. 
Americans are a restless people 
constantly on the move. A United 
States census report indicates that 
ir. 1947 less than half of the fam- 
ilies in the United States lived in 
the same house which they had 
occupied seven years earlier. The 
tendency is for people who move 
into a new environment not to 
identify themselves with the church 
in their community, not to partici- 
pate in movements, for the better- 
ment of the community. Is this the 
fault of the people themselves, or 
the fault of the church, and 
of the community? Could there be 
fault on both sides? Oftentimes 
older residents do not seek the 
peace of the city in which they live. 
It is surprising how many Chris- 
tian men and women fail to regis- 
ter and vote. A’ few years ago a 
careful study was made of “City 
Ménager Government” in one of 
our Southern cities. Here is a part 
of the picture which emerged. 
C. has ‘been a trade center and 
county seat. since its incorporation 
in 1768. In the last few decades 
it has become an industrial city 
as well as a distributing point for 
its own and the neighboring state. 
It claims that 99 per cent of its 
people are native born. In spite 





of its promising industrial future 
C. clings avidly to its past. “His- 
torical gocieties abound and seem 
to command more attention than 
contemporary citizenship. The 
League of Women Voters flour- 
ished during the period of enthusi- 
asm for city manager government 
but lost out in competition with 
church auxiliaries and organiza- 
tions devoted to the past.” The so- 
cial structure is extremely con- 
servative, with clearly defined class 
distinctions and préjudice against 
raising the tax rate to provide 
more social service which would 
benefit the poorer classes. C. is a 
stronghold of Presbyterianism in 
which is claimed to be the largest 
church-going population of its size 
in the world. Fundamentalists have 
kept Sunday amusements closed 
through pressure increases for an 
“outdoor recreational Sabbath.” A 
high homicide rate with much boot- 
legging and vice contrasts with the 
religious emphasis. C.’s govern- 
ment “has suffered somewhat from 
too much state control, but mainly 
from political apathy on the city of 
its citizens.” Could this, or some- 
thing like it, be said of your com- 
munity ? 

3. Is it enough to engage in life’s 
routine and to seek the ‘peace of 
the city in which we live? Jere- 
miah did not think so. He realized 
that a man must also keep his 
heart atune to God. If we would 
help forward God’s plan for the 
world, let us earn a living for our 
families, raise up children, seek 
the peace of our communities, but 
at the same time let us remember: 
“Ye shall call upon me and ye shall 
go and pray unto me and I will 
hearken unto you. And ye shall 
seek me and find me, when ye shall 
search for me with all your heart.” 
If we have not yet found God it 
may be because we have not yet 
sought for him with all our heart. 
If we search for him with a di- 
vided heart, we are sure to fail. 
We recall the poem of Edwin 
Markham: 


“‘When in the dim beginning 
God mixed in man the RBS oe the 


tears 
And eggs through his brain the starry 


He said, ‘Behold, yet this is enough, 
For I must test us spirit to ame tee 
That he can dare the vision and endure 


“TI will withdraw my face 

Veil me in anes for a certain » 
And leave behind only a broken a 
A crevice where the glory glimmers 


throug! 
Some Ghiner from the cle, 
Some foot print in the road to track 
me 


“a = ae man to make the fateful 
will! Jeave him torn between the ‘No’ and 


Leave tim oe oe © till he rests in Me, 
Drawn upward by the choice that makes 


him free— 
Leave him in tragic loneliness to - oe 


With all in life to win or. all to lose. 


(Title and Scripture selections 
copyrighted by International Coun- 
cil of Religious Education.) 
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